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INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT; 
OR, THE HISTORY OF 


Miss FRANC FORT. 


N I. 
FROM SIR GREGORY FRANCFORT, BART. 


TO THOMAS FRANCFORT, ESQ. 


JI ELIEVE me, my dear Tom, 

that whenever my title and for- 

tune place me in a light which occa- 

ſions me to be courted, rather than 

. Vol. I. B eſteemed; 
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eſteemed; and whenever they exclude 
the voice of friendſhip, and only re- 
echo back the empty ſounds of flattery, 
then do Idament being the elder braneh 
of the Francfort family: but when J 
ſee that my riches encourage thoſe 
about me, to conſider me as a friend to 
the diſtreſſed, and as one who is not 
better, but happier than his fellow- 
creatures, by having ãt in his power to 
relieve their wants, then do J conſider 
riches as a bleſſing, as they procure me 
the felicity of diſpenſing benefits; 
which, believe me, my dear brother, 1s 
infinitely ſuperior to the joy we feel on 
receiving benefactions, however deſire- 
able our neceſſities may ſometimes ren- 


der relief. Is it then becauſe you envy 
Ax. 
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THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT., 3 
me the pleaſure of confering happineſs, 
that you have not confulted me con- 
cerning our children's attachment to 
each other? Or do you deem it volup- 
tuouſneſs to indulge any inclination, 
even though it has its ſource in bene- 
volence and liberality? Indeed, my 
brother, were theſe young people 
ſtrangers to me, and you had deprived 
me of the opportunity of ſerving them, 
I ſhould have accuſed you of a breach 
of friendſhip; but as it is, you have 
wounded a too ſuſceptible heart, inca- 
pable of one ſelfiſh view, or unge ne- 
rous ſentiment. Is not my niece Ca- 
milla equally deſerving as my ſon, 
though he 1s the beſt of children? 
Then as I have ample fortiine for 
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both, why do me the injuſtice to ſup- 
Pole that I would heſitate one moment 
to make them happy? I do not merely 
conſent to this union, I wiſh it; it is 
what I have long aimed to promote, 
though reſolved never to intimate thoſe 
wiſhes, till it was evident our children 
had that degree of partiality for each 
other, which myſt be the baſis of their 
happineſs, and which no fortune can 
procure. I moſt earneſtly wiſh, my 
dear Tom, that you were as happy ip 
your ſon, as in my niece Camilla, 
When Felix and ſhe are married, I 
ſhall beg you to entruſt the volatile 
{park to my care, at Boon Hall, for a 
little while. I am ſomewhat apprehen- 


Jive that your methods are too ſevere 
tos 
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for a youth of his diſpoſition. A 
plant will ſometimes flouriſh by chang- 
ing the aſpect; the fanning mildneſs of 
the South will make it put forth buds, 
when the keen North (though whole- 
ſome in itſelf) will ſtrip it of its leaves. 
Let me, my dear Tom, try what effect 
great encouragement and indulgence 
will have upon his mind. Send him 
to me; I ſpend but little money op 
myſelf, and I ſhall amply provide for 
Felix, whoſe noble heart, I am certain, 
will rejoice in ſeeing me make myſelf 
happy, as well as in his couſin's refor- 
mation; and would be equally pleaſed 
at my buying him a thirty-guinea 
hunter, as if it were for my. own riding, 


He knows that I never hunt, but after 


8:3 oppr- 
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opportunities of being ſerviceable to- 
my fellow-creatures.. And herein, my 
dear Tom, whether for yourſelf or 
friends, you may at all times with 
confidence command 


Your affectionata Brother, 


G. FRANCEORT( 
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LETTER Ik 


FROM THOMAS FRANCFORT, ESQ, TO 
SIR GREGORY FRANCFORT, BART. 


Dear Brother, 

E AVEN grant that the generous 

warmth of thy benevolent and 
unſuſpecting heart, may be never 
damped by the miſconduct of a ſon. 
You ſeem to accuſe me of ſeverity to- 
wards mine, but what will you ſay, 
when I affirm that I am never more 


uneaſy on his account, than when his 


behaviour is the moſt irreproachable; 
B 4 for 
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for by ſad experience I am taught 
that he is never harmleſs, much leſs 
capable of any honeft or virtuous 
action, but as the means to attain ſome 
vile purpoſe; and. whenever he, for a 
tew days, wears the ſemblance of ho- 
nour and humanity, I know it to be. 
the certain amen of ſome dark miſchief 
labouring in his breaſt. Vet on theſe 


occaſi ons I am forced to be the dupe of 


His hypocriſy, that T may not incur, 
with the appeazance of juſtice, the 


charge of feverity. I am at this mo-- 
ment, my dear Sir Gregory, a prey to 
a thouſand heart-rending fears. He 


has behaved unexceptionably, and 


been conſtantly at home for above a 


week, which is a much longer ſpace 
of 


4 4 
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of time than he can eaſily ſubmit to 
wear the bonds of decency and deco- 
3 ram; which, however eaſy they may ſit 
upon your ſon, are to mine a galling 
yoke, which I look for him daily to 
throw off. The moment T apprehend 


is now nigh; the form has long been 


gathering; heaven grant it falls not on. 
the innocent and defenceleſs frame of 
my Camilla. Why did 1 truſt hier | 
with that deſignigg$boy? He has ob- 45 


we her out in 


tained permiſſion t 
a his phæton, and my foreboding mind 
grieves not to have refuſed what. it ſo 
reluctantly granted. I have not yet: 
mentioned to her your generous inten- 
tions, leaſt her gratitude ſhould be 
conſpicuous to her brother, whom EF 
B. 5 


have 
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have but too much reaſon to doubt, 
would be ſufficiently diabolical to at- 
tempt to circumvent her happineſs, 
either to promote his intereſt, or gra- 
tify his malice; but if ſhe returns 
ſafe and well, I will. take ſome ſpeedy. 
opportunity of mentioning it to her: 
and knowing, my dear brother, the 
goodneſs of your heart, I hope your- 
generoſity will find the only reward 
you would be capable of. taſting; viz. 
the felicity, of this Joung couple, who, 
according to the opinion] have formed 
of their inclinations. and ſentiments, 
will be no leſs joyful than grateful on: 
this occaſion. All I can ſay in an- 
{wer to your kindneſs concerning my 
fon, is, that if he merited any propor- 
| WORN: 
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tion of that kind eſtecm you diſcover 


for him, he would not be ſo much a 
ſtranger to that of his offended father, 
and. 


Your very affectionate Brother, 


T. FRANCFORT... 
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LET FER N.. 


FROM THE MARQUIS OF D***, 70 
THOMAS FRANCFORT, ESQ. 


Southern Lodge. 


S3 R, 


Make no doubt but you are under 
the moſt dreadful apprehenſions, 
and ſuffering the deepeſt concern for 
the loſs of your beautiful and engaging: 
daughter. I was fo fortunate laſt. 


night as to be able to reſcue Ker from 
the hands of a young gentleman,. who- 
kemed 
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feemed not only undeſerving of ſo 
much merit and beauty, but was everr 
mſenſible that his lovely companion 
(for I cannot eall her his charge, as he 
took no care of her) was poſſeſſed of 
either: but it was owing to this inſen- 
Ability, or rather inebriety, (for no 
man in his ſenſes could be inſenſible 
to the perfections of a Lady like Miſs 
Francfort) that I was enabled to carry 
off what he ſet ſo little value on. But, 
Sir, you muſt be diſtracted not to learn 


in a more circumſtantial manner the 


particulars concerning your daughter; 
therefore, as briefly as F can, T will 
endeavour to inform you of the part I 
acted, which I hope will not be diſ- 
pleaſing to you. I was returning from 

York 
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York to London, and propoſing to reſt 
that night upon the road, I ſtopped at 
St. Alban's; and as I entered the door 
of the inn, and was making ſome trifl- 
ing enquiries of the hoſteſs relative to 
accommodations, a young Lady ruſhed. 
out of a room in the agonies of grief 


and deſpair, and running up to me 
with an unfolded letter in her hand, 


eried, Save me, fave me, oh! Sir, if 
\ 


« you: have any pity, da protect me!“ 
I took. her by the hand, and leading 
ker back into the room from whence 
the came, aſked if ſhe would permit 


me to lock the door, to prevent our 
being intetrupted in thoſe commands 
ſhe would be pram wo hour me 
with.. Miſs Francfort approving the 

; caution, 
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THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT. 18 


caution, and being a litile recovered 


Xa 1 * 


by the proſpect of re-gaining her 
hberty, conſented, preſenting me with 
the letter ſhe had im her hand, ſaying, 
at the ſame time, I am ſorry, Sir, it 
« is requiſite for my ſafety, that I 
« ſhould expoſe the wickedneſs of my 
« brother, but I cannot better explain 
« my unfortunate fituation, than by 
« begging your peruſal of this letter.” 
It was as follows: | 3 


« DEBT'S of honour, you know; 

* Sir George, mult be paid; if it was: 
* not for that word myſt, rat me if F 
* know what would become of your 
demand upon me for the five thou- 
And pounds I loſt to you laſt Sun- 
| | « day.. 
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« day, I am ſenſible that you rely 


** upon my honour; you always have 
e been paid, and it is not material to 


* you whether I come by the money 4 

« honeſtly or not: but may I be ſhot, | ? 

« jf this is not fuch a damn'd large A 

© ſum, that I know not where to raiſe a ] 
«itz and my old curmudgeon, it I A 

had loſt five million, would not gve | 

me a five-and-three-penny piece to- q 

« wards paying it. F am no mer-- 

« chant, nor have I any valuable com- 4 


© modities to remit, unleſs yow will: 
take Camilla; but not in part of pay- 
* ment neither: I remember you once- 
« ſaid, that you would give ten thou- 
« fand pounds to obtain her in an ho- 


« nourable way; therefore, if you have 


«« nat 
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* not aker'd your mind, give me in {| 
* hand two thouſand pounds, which, ; 1 
| ee added to my debt, wilt be but feven, 9 
| *« and thus, if you are in earneſt, you'll 


« ſave three; and I ſuppoſe the old 
« gentleman will be glad to give her 


x. « would not hear of your late propoſal. 
9 « I will engage to deliver her to you 
ein the following manner: I will in- 
« yite her to ride out with me in the 


1 
1 
1 *« ſomething afterwards, though he 


EF 5 gs AL > 
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„ phaeton, and will carry her a conſi- 
: e derable diſtance from home; then 
« will I find an excuſe to ſend back the 
« ſervant, after which precaution, the 
« firſt convenient bank I deſcry, E will 


take care to drive againſt it, and 
« gently overthrow the chaiſe, not, fo 
* as 
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«as to. hurt either myſelf or her, tho” 
* ſhall pretend to be ſtunn'd by the 


« fall, and will remain as in a ſtate of 


inſenſibility, till you appear and 
order me to be carried to a public 
* houſe. Now need I further inſtruct. 
“ you what part you are to act? She 
*« muſt accept of you. to drive her. 
* home; encourage the horſes, they 
will preſently run away with you, 
and play the devil; alors, my, boy! 


* you have uothing to do but to fwear 


its the firſt. time that any horſes got 
the better of you; call me a mad fel- 


& low; and: as it will be by the time 


* all this is tranſacted quite duſk, if 


not dark, inſiſt upon it that ſhe lets 


* you. ſtop at the firſt inn, and take a 
5 ee poſt- 
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= poſt-chaiſe.. At. lei ure, thus you 
* may proceed on your journey; and, 
* by the tune when ſhe arrives at Scot- 
land, I fancy, George, ſhe will think 
it a pretty good compromiſe to come 
* home Lady Grandon, But you 
« jhall give me your honour that your 
&« will marry her. Morbleu! Mon- 
« fieur, there is honour among thieves, 
« If you will not determine to behave, 
like a gentleman in the affair, but 
prefer the five thouſand pounds, you; 
* have only to command, my dear Sir 
« George, 


&« Yours, 
C. FRANCFORT.” 


* 
* 
q 
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As ſoon as I had finiſh'd this letter, 
which filled me with horror and fur- 
priſe, Miſs Francfort ſaid, * You'ſee,, 
« Sir, how far their arts have fucceeded ;; 
and if there is any thing wanting to 
« repreſent more fully the wretched 
« ſituation I am in, it is, that you 
« ſhould be made acquainted with the 
4 brutality of Sir George Grandon, 
* who, becauſe T was not without 
hopes that my brother might follow 
* us, ſhew'd' me this letter, that I 
© might know I was in his power: will 
« you then, Sir,” ſaid Miſs Francfort 
with a charming modeſty and unreſerve, 
be fo generous as to reſcue me from 
* this perl, to which I am elſe una- 
A voidably doom'd? And,” continued 
| the, 
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The, © you may from this action not 
only depend upon my gratitude and 
* eyerlaſting acknowledgment, but on 
that of my whole family, my brother 
4 excepted.“ I had no time to reply to 
that requeſt, which I would ſooner have 
forfeited my life than not have com- 
plied with, before Sir George Grandon 
came thundering at the door, which 
he finding lock'd, and being very 
much in liquor, made him greatly 
diſpoſed to pick a quarrel] but I think- 
ing it would be moſt prudent to deceive 
him, told him I had the pleaſure of 
being acquainted with that Lady, and 
was making a few. enquiries after her 
Family, and if it would be agreeable, 


fbould be glad of the honour. of drink- 


— 


ing 
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ing a glaſs of wine with him before he 
proceeded on his journey; which he 
readily accepting, I left him in about 
an hour in a ſtate not at all to be en- 
vied, even had he not loſt by that means, 
To engaging a young Lady as Miſs 
Francfort, whom he ſeemed entirely to 
have forgot, as I found no difficulty in 
perſuading him to go to bed, which 1 
witneſſed with great pleaſure, without 
hearing him mention her name. This, 
Sir, is an account of all the trouble or 
difficulty I have encountered in ſetting 
free your lovely daughter, who has in 
return made me her captive. We ſet 
out immediately after Sir George Was 
retired to bed, and being unwilling te 
ſtop upon the road, we continued tra- 


yelling 
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yelling till we reached Southern 
Lodge, one of the ſeats of my 
Father, his Grace the Duke of 
Sun. Where Miſs Francfort is 
at this time; who being rather fa- 
t1gued with the Journey, defers writ- 
ing to you for a few days, and has 


-permitted me that honour, who ear- 


-neſtly beg as a proof, that what I have 


done has not been diſpleafing to you, 
that you will indulge us with your 
.company at Southern Lodge. Their 
Graces the Duke and Ducheſs join 
with me in this requeſt, as well as 
Miſs Francfort, who, I flatter 
myſelf, you will not be able to 
refuſe, however ineffectual might 

otherwiſe 


\ 24 THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT. 
| otherwiſe be the entreaties of, dear 
Sir, | 
Your very humble Servant 
To command, 
Den. 
| 
| 
. 
} 0 | 
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LET TX IF; 


FROMSIR GRECORY FRANCFORT, BART, 
- TO THOMAS FRANCFORT, ESQ, 


Dear Brother, 


HIS laſt unpardonable ſtep of 
my nephew, has brought me too 
full conviction of the badneſs of his 
heart; and what is worſe, our eyes are 
never unveiled to actions of depravity, 
but human nature is degraded in our 
fight, and the bond of ſociety weak- 
ened by the admittance of thoſe un- 


pleaſing gueſts, ſuſpicion and diſtruſt, 
Vox. I. C which 
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which too often, after examples of this 
ſort, take poſſeſſion of our minds. 1 
am glad, not only on Camilla's ac- 
count, that ſhe met with ſo worthy a 
protector, but for the ſake of huma- 
nity alſo. If this action has brought 
to light the degeneracy of one human 
ereature, let us rejoice, at leaſt, that it 
has alſo rendered conſpicuous the merit 
and good qualities of another. 

I was greatly alarmed at that letter, 
which contained your too juſt appre- 
henſions for the ſafety of Camilla, 
yet could I not perſuade myſelf at that 
time to believe them ſo; you know 
which ſide my credulity leans to, and 
thus I thought a thouſand accidents 


might have intervened to have detained 
them, 
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them, rather than ſuſpect what was ſo 
very repugnant to my wiſhes, Par- 
don me, Tom, when] tell you, that I 
ſhook my head on finiſhing your let- 
ter, and rung the bell for Allen to ride 
over, in the full perſuaſion that they 
would be returned before he got to 
your houſe. I don't think it will be 
eaſy for you to imagine my concern 
and aſtoniſhment, when he returned 
next day with the letter you received 
from the Marquis of D***, My pre- 
poſſeſſion for this ſame Marquis is 
exceedingly great; excluſive of the 


ſervice he has done our family, I will 
hazard a declaration in his favour, I 
doubt not but you intend to accept his 
1nvitation to Southern Lodge, and am 
C 2 umpatient 


2$ THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT\ 
impatient to _— reſult of your 
viſit, I am perſua your reception. 
will be conformable. to the opinion 
conceived of this young Lord, by, 
dear brother, 


Your very affectionate, 


G. FrancrorT. 


* 
. 
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. 


FROM MISS SUTTON TO MISS 
FRANCFORT, 


VO U was hardly, my dear Camilla, 
1 more ſurpriſed at finding your- 
ſelf the heroine of ſo extraordinary a 
tragt-comical adventure, than I was at 
the recital of it, And fo this furious 
Baronet is the pretty ſpark your bro- 
ther recommended to you; and your 
cruelty has made him deſperate. I 


hope they will put him in Bedlam; 
for if a man ſhould go mad for me, 1 
3: ſhould 


— 
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ſhould always defire he migkt be con- 


fined, to prevent the evil from becom- 
ing more extenſive; and forgive me, 
Camilla, but I would have your bro- 


ther confined with him. Becauſe, for 
the honour of humanity, I endeavour 


to perſuade myſelf, that every one 
who commits actions which are a diſ- 


honor to themſelves, and to their 


fellow-creatures, muſt be really mad; 
and as ſuch would commit them to the 
petites maiſons, which muſt at all ad- 


ventures ſuit their caſe, as they would 
be ſure either to be puniſhed or cured, 


I have never ſeen either of theſe demi 


demoniacs Dieu wen preſerve, they 


would frighten me out of my wits, 
and I ſhould frighten others. I ſup- 
poſe 


; 
« 
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poſe that is the reaſon the world is ſo 


mad as it is: and I think I have ſome 


reaſon for this conjecture, however 
odd it may appear to you; for I aſſure 


you, your letter ſentit un peu la poſſedee : 
never was ſo droll a hodge- podge, but 


I could diſcover from it, incomprehen- 
ſible as it was, that this young Mar- 
quis is a very extraordinary mighty 
being, and that he 1s high in the good 
graces of ſome folks. I don't at all 


doubt his being a very rational crea- 


ture, if you think him ſo, but ſhould 


" es 


be very glad to have a more rational 
account of him ; which by giving, you 


will oblige your 


EMIL SUTTON. 


6 L E T- 
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LETT EN YE 


FROM THOMAS FRANCFORT, ESQ, T6 


SIK GREGORY FRANCFORT, BART, 


URSUANT to your requeſt, 
my dear brother, I delay not to 
inform you what reception I met with 
at Southern Lodge. It was what en- 
tirely correſponded with the Marquis's 
generous conduct towards my daugh- 
ter, and his polite letter to myſelf. 
This young nobleman has great good 
ſenſe, an engaging manner, and a fine 


perſon, though I think not ſo hand- 
ſome 
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fome as my nephew. It does fome- 
times happen, Sir Gregory, that good 
fprings out of evil. This young Lord 
has certainly taken a great prejudice 
in favor of Camilla, and as ſhe has 
no ſuſpicion of the kindneſs of your 
intentions, though ſhe would probably 
prefer her couſin; yet having no choice 
given her, I make no doubt but the 
Marquis's birth, fortune, and accom- 
pliſhments, will exceed her moſt 
fanguine wiſhes. If. we could ſuppoſe 


her even entirely diveſted of gratitude; 


which 1 think, my dear brother, we 
ſhould both of us be ſorry to ſuggeſt; 


therefore, with this ſtring of probabi- 


hties, fuppoic we were to venture to let 
our imaginations wander ſo far, as to 


C5 luppoſe 
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ſuppoſe them realiſed: if a girl with- 
out fortune, and of the younger branch 
of a family, can ſucceed ſo well as to 
ferm an alliance with nobility, may 
not my nephew juſtly expect to marry 
into one of the beſt families we have, 
with a fortune adequate to his own? 
They are neither of them deſperately 


in love; it will be no force upon their 


inclinations: then let me, my dear Sir 


Gregory, thank you for your generous 
intentions, and beg your permiſſion 
to defer mentioning this ſubject to the 
young people, at leaſt till we find 
either their or our happineſs requires 
it. I have never ſeen my ſon ſince 


his deſperate attempt; how unwor- 


e 
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thy is he of your regard, or of 
that of 


Vor affectionate Brother, 


T. FRANCFOR:: 


C 6 1 
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LETTER vn. 


FROM MISS FRANCFORT TO MISS 


SUTTON, 


Southern Lodge. 


Vo ſee, my dear Emily, that 1 
continue to date from this ſame 


Southern Lodge; and, indeed, I don't 
know when I am likely to quit it; for 


this charming generous family are ex- 
tremely deſirous of my ſtay, and my 
father thinks his debt of gratitude to 


the Marquis too great ever to be re- 
payed, 
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payed, but wiſhes to convince him, 
that there is not any thing he would 
refuſe, that could expreſs his juſt ſenſe 
of the obligation. I am not myſelf 
diſpleaſed at ſtaying, as they are ſo 
perfectly agreeable; indeed, were they 
otherwiſe, my heart would revolt at the 
idea of ingratitude towards the Mar- 


quis; and as it is more particularly 
his deſire that I ſhould ſtay, I am not 
aſhamed to own, that it is more parti- 
cularly in compliance with his requeſt, 
that I am here at preſent. But I pro- 
miſed when I was a little recovered 
from my fright and fatigue, that I 
would deſcribe to you my protector, 
and his family, though you know that 
I am, 
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IJ am, of bad, the very worſt at deſcrip- 
tions. 

I ſhall begin with the Marquis, as 
he is the perſon whom you ſeem moſt 
inquiſitive after. Were we together, 
I ſhould perhaps ſay, why Emily, he 
is tall; no, not tall neither ; he is fat; 
no, I can't ſay neither that he is fat. 
Thus ſhould I contradict myſelf, and 
puzzle you, and the only concluſion 
you would be able to draw, would be, 
that he is mot any thing remarkable, 
which is really the exact truth, at leaft 
with regard to his ſhape and ſize; for 
as I can aſſure you, that he is not ſhort 
and thin, nor yet abſolutely tall and 
fat; as he is gf too great conſequence 


to be a mere ſhadow, not to have /ome 
ſubſtance, 


THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT. 30 


ſubſtance, we muſt allow him to be 
rather inclined to be fat and tall; but 
I think there is a contrariety in his 
face, almoſt enough to form two cha- 
rafters; he has a great deal of light 
(almoſt what you may call whitiſh 
brown) hair, yet has he a dark com- 
plexion, and darkiſh brown eyes, 
which, when he 1s ſerious, you can ſee 
the color of, and they expreſs great 


good ſenſe; but when he is ſpoken to, 
or ſometimes only look*d at, they be- 
come ſo exceedingly vivacious and 
ſparkling, that you would think there 
was quickſilver dancing about in 
them; they are all brightneſs, and you 
cannot perceive their color: add to 


this, he has a frown upon his brow, 


which, 
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which, on the like occafions, is as ſud< 
denly diſpelled, and gives __ even 
to a dimpled ſmile. 

Now, I know, Emmy, you think a 
man ke this muſt be vaſtly charm- 
ing, and are ready to ery, bleſs me, 
Camilla, what then muſt be ſuch a 
Marquis? But, my friend, what then 
mult be ſuch a protector? With me, 
that will ever be his higheſt title; as 
his humanity, and the goodneſs of his 
heart, handſome as he is, will ever 
appear his greateſt perfection; but as 
good qualities often only create ou 
eſteem, whilſt perſonal charms and 
nameleſs graces excite love, I think 


what I feel for the Marquis is not 
occaſioned by love, as IL am more af- 
fected 
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fected with his good and eſtimable 
qualities, than I am ſtruck by his per- 
ſonal attractions; and as it is as abſo- 
lutely incumbent on me, in my ſitua- 
tion, to teſtify my gratitude, as it would 
be preſumptuous and unteaſonable to 
foſter or encourage any love towards 
my generous protector, I rejoice that I 
am ſenſible of ſuch ſentiments as I need 
not be aſhamed to acknowledge, Thus 
I take every opportunity of convincing 
him how much I eſteem myſelf oblig'd 
to him, 25 | 
I don't think it would be amiſs, 
Emmy, if I was to embroider him a 


waiſtcoat in tambour; you know it 


does not follow, becauſe we cannot 
return an obligation, that we ſhould 
e not 
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not ſnew a diſpoſition towards doing 
it; and that is my father's reaſon for 
letting me ſtay here, which, though it 
is adding to their favours, I ſubmit to, 
becauſe it happens to be the only deſire 
I can comply with; indeed it is the 
only thing deſired of me. | 
Though I think it probable that 1 
ſhall not expatiate ſo much on the reſt 


of the family, as I have done on the 
Marquis, yet as there is ſtill the Duke 


and Ducheſs, Lady Suſan and Lady 


Caroline Elwins to be commented 
upon, and as I ſhould not do them 
juſtice were I to ſay but little in their 
behalf, I think I had better defer ſuch 
remarks for a new letter, ſo raſſurte vous. 
I will have compaſſion, on you for 

hs i che 
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the preſent; for as a tired traveller 4 
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looks forward with impatience till he 
eſpies an inn, a tired reader looks out 
for the name of a tedious or inſipid 
correſpondent, and as you may think 


me one, if not both, I'Il haſten to ſub- 
ſcribe myſelf 


Your's affectionately, 


C. FRANCFORT, 
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LETTER VIII. 


i 
— 


FROM THE SAME TO THR SAMR» 


ITHOUT waiting for your 
? anſwer to my laſt letter, I ſhall 
proceed in my family ſketch, like a 
bad painter, who continues to preſent 
to your view a ſet of new portraits, 
without troubling himſelf to enquire 
whether you can delineate what he 
had before exhibited: but if you are 
diſpleaſed at my coloring, its your 
own fault, conſidering, that if your 
* 
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pen had been put properly in motion, 


it would infallibly have ſtopt mine, 
but now it is too late to complain, 
The Duke of S*** has as much true 
dignity as any perſon of his rank can 
have, and leſs pride than you meet with 
in general among men of his exalted 
ſation, his grandeur of figure and of 
ſentiments are likewiſe not inferior to 
thoſe of any one you ever met with; 
he knows the exaltedneſs of his own 
character, at the ſame time that he re- 
ſpects the very meaneſt, if it is well 
ſupported: he regards nobility as he 
does the oaks in his garden, the beft 


adapted to fill elevated and conſpicu- 


ous ſtations ; but as he would not 
{cruple, if his view required it, to mix 
their 
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their branches with a ſmaller tree or 


ſhrub, ſo does he not diſdain on pro- 


per.” occaſions to aſſociate with his 
inferiors. 

The Ducheſs has, I believe, na- 
turally a good deal of pride in her 
compoſition, but her extraordinary 
fondneſs for the Marquis, is the Aaron's 
rod with her; I will engage that ſhe 
does not think the firſt Princeſs in 
Europe too great to be conſort to her 
ſon, and yet was he to prefer a farmer's 
daughter, 1 queſtion if ſne could not 


lull aſleep her pride; whether ſhe 


would not betray it, and perſuade her- 
ſelf that the object of the Marquis's 
affection was a ſhepherdeſs Princeſs in 
diſguiſe; and it is to this motive that 

I attribute 


% 
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1 attribute her kind reeeption of your 
Camilla, for when ſhe ſaw that the 
Marquis wiſhed me to ſtay, ſhe ſeemed 
abſolutely unhappy till I had promiſed, 
even though ſhe had but juſt recovered 
the ſhock of finding that I was only 
niece to Sir Gregory Francfort, and 
not his daughter, | 

Lady Suſan is a good deal older 
than the Marquis, I ſuppoſe ſhe may 
be eight or nine and twenty; not hand- 
ſome, and no leſs pride has ſhe than 
her Grace, but without any thing either 
in her temper or diſpoſition to counter- 
act it; ſhe is, however, not uncivil to 
me, and very affable and agreeable to 
her equals. 


Lady 
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Lady Caroline is about fourteen, 
rather pretty, and in her diſpoſition 
ſeems to reſemble the Duke more than 
the Ducheſs. | 

Adieu, my dear Emily, I think T 
need make no apology after ſo long a a 
letter, for aſſuring you in few words, 
chat I am, with great ſincerity, 


Your affectionate Friend, 


C. FrRancrarTtT. 


LETTER IX, 


FROM SIR GREGORY FRANCFORT, BART, 


TO THOMAS FRANCFORT, ESQ, 


Dear Brother, 


EFORE I received your letter, 

I had acquainted Felix with my 
intentions concerning his marriage 
with my niece; as I never delay a 
moment to impart to him what I think 
will give him pleaſure, and as on the 
contrary, I always withhold from him 
what 1 imagine will make him uneaſy, 
I have not yet told him what your in- 
SDL. bh DD tentions 
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tentions are concerning the Marquis, 
I hope, my dear brother, you will not 
force Camilla's inclination; for Felix, 
overjoy d at my propoſal, tells me that 
his couſin and he have long had a 
regard for each other, and that he 
would not marry another woman on 
earth; and he flatters himſelf that her 
reſolutions are fix'd with regard to 
himſelf. I need not tell you, how 
ſorry I ſhould be that Felix ſhould be 
diſappointed, ſo I ſhall rather per- 
fuade myſelf that his hopes are not 
groundleſs, and ſhall turn the channel 
of my compaſſion towards the Marquis, 
on whoſe diſappointment my ſon's hap- 
pineſs muſt be built; but as we muſt 
ſuffer for others, my dear Tom, it is 

x well 
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well for us when they are not imme- 
diately connected with ourſelves: but 
you have given me ſuch a pleaſing cha- 
racter of this young Lord, that if my 
ſon's welfare was not concerned, I 
ſhould be greatly intereſted in his. 


I flatter myſelf that your partiality 
is on the ſame ſide as mine; {oTI hope 


that you will not let Felix be diſap- 
pointed, much leſs ſuffer him to be 
deceived, as it would be fatal to the 
peace both of your nephew, and 


Your affectionate 


Friend and Brother, 


G. FrRancrorT, 


D 2 LET 
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F 


FROM MISS SUTTON TO Miss | 


FRANCFORT, © N 


4 
— 


Have received both your letters, |. 
and am very well pleaſed with your 


portraits: you ſeem to apprehend that 
I might find fault with your color- 


ing, but I have no objection to it, if 
you don't put ſome falſe coloring upon 
the eſteem you have for the Marquis, 
he ſeems to be a portrait that you 
have deſignedly placed in ſuch a light, 


—_— 
— 


as 
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as that you may not be ſenſible to all 
his merit; but truſt me, though by 
that means you may prevent ſome of 
his perfections from ſtriking you ſo 
forcibly at firſt, as they otherwiſe might 
do, yet by conſtantly ſtudying ſo 
finiſhed a piece, none of the exquiſite- 
neſs will eſcape you; and what you 
remark of great and good qualities 
creating our eſteem, rather than our 
love, is not true in ſuch inſtances as 
theſe, where they are attended with 
youth, beauty, and all the manly races 
which you ſeem to attribute to the 
Marquis, though you vainly ſuppoſe 
that they will loſe their wonted privi- 
lege of charming, (which they are apt 
enough to do without the aid of more 

1 ſolid 
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ſolid perfections) and ſtand neuter in 
this cauſe. 

1 do not counſel you againſt falling 
in love with the Marquis; all I deſire 
is, that you would not miſtake love for 
gratitude. Believe me, thoſe ſort of 
attractions which you ſeem determined 
not to attend to, are not to be reſiſted; 
and thoſe admirable qualities, which 
you think are not ſufficient alone to 
excite love, are very proper to autho- 
rize, and one would imagine to encou- 


rage it, as well as that they are ſuch 


guarantees for our paſſion as we ſhould 
always wiſh for. | 
In my next, I ſhall acquaint you 


with a conqueſt I have made; a very 


violent one, and attended with ſome 


uncommon 
SY 


* 
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uncommon circumſtances; but I = 
/ 


not time at preſent to enter on ſo in- 
portant a ſubject, ſo beg you will 
ſuſpend your curioſity, and believe me 
to be your's ſincerely. 


EmMiLy SUTTON, 


91 LET: 
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FROM THOMAS FRANCFORT, E3Q, ro 
SIR GREOCORY FRANCFORT, BART. 


Dear Brother, 


Doubt not but the pleaſure you 
have in gratifying the wiſhes of all 
thoſe with whom you are concerned, 


was your only motive for communi- 


_ cating ſo early to my nephew what 
you and J had agreed upon; but our 
too forward zeal to promote our friend's 
Happineſs, and that tardy circumſpec- — 1 
tion which lets occaſion vaniſh, are 

both f 
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both equally prejudicial to their inte- 
reſt; it is no leſs injudicious to impart 
intelligence too ſoon, than it is to 
withhold it too long; the firſt diſap- 
points* by giving us falſe hopes; and 
the latter may occaſion us to defeat 
our own happineſs, by not knowing 
how near we were to the path which 
would have conducted us to it. Equally 
intereſted as we are in the welfare of 
our children, I wiſh we may not have 
brought them into this dilemma. The 
beſt of us fail ſometimes even in our 
beſt intentions; we, my dear brother, 
are like two perſons met at the ſame 
point of deſtination by two' different 
routes, but at the ſame time both by a 
wrong one, You too prematurely 
D 5 have 
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have poſſibly been adding fuel to a 
flame, which, perhaps, it may be ne- 
ceſſary ſhould be entirely extinguiſhed ; 
whilſt I, probably, from too great cau- 
tion, neglected to feed that flame in my 
Camilla's breaſt, which ere this, to the 
prejudice of my nephew, may be ex- 
tinguiſhed in favour of another. I 
ſhould lament exceedingly were thoſe 
hopes on which Felix's happineſs de- 
pends to be blaſted; but let us conſi- 
der, that our expectations are never 
diſappointed, but we gain ſomething 
by the failure of them. The loſs of 
what we deſigned as an indulgence to 
ſome of our ſenſes, adds a vigor to our 
minds, and teaches us to place our 
hopes on what is more ſolid and more 

laſting, 
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laſting. The philoſopher adviſed his 
pupil to marry, aſſuring him that he 
mult be a gainer by it; for if he met 
with a wiſe and virtuous woman, he 
would be happy; and if he met with 
the contrary character, he would be- 
come a philoſopher. Thus if poor 
Felix's expectations ſhould decay, it 
will be at leaſt a leſſon not to build his 
hopes upon events uncertain and: con- 
tingent. 

You ſee, Sir Gregory, that great 
Part of what I have written is merely 
ſpeculative, and, perhaps, you'll ſay 
idly; fo, after all, if Camilla's attach- 
ment to her couſin was ſo ſlight as for 
the Marquis to have ſupplanted him 
already, I think his rival has too much 

D 6 he 
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the advantage for him ever to regain 
it. But if he really was poſſeſſed of 
his couſin's affections, he is ſecure in 
ſpite of all theſe little obſtacles. which 
have intervened ; and, to be ingenuous, 
I had rather Felix ſhould ſuffer a few 


anxieties, ſuch as are incident to lovers, 


than that Camilla ſhould haſten away 
from a family (as perhaps ſhe might 


be ungrateful enough to do) to whom 
ſhe is under ſuch great obligations. 
Gratitude, I apprehend, with young 
perſons, weighs but little in the ſcale 
with love; but I look upon my own 


honor as concerned herein, and am 


therefore under a neceſſity of uſing 
ſome management, though I flatter 
myſelf at laſt, it is ſuch as cannot (for 

the 


Ho Rent 
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the reaſons before alledged) be preju- 
dicial to my nephew, or diſpleaſing to 
yourſelf, whoſe happineſs I ſhall always 
conſider as linked to my own; and you 
may, my dear Sir Gregory, with reli- 
ance give credit to 


Your obliged and 


Affectionate Brother, 


T. FRANCroRH 


1. E N 
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FROM FELIX FRANCFORP, ESQ. 10 
HENRY OTLEY, ESQ, 


— 


Hardly conſider the inſenſible Otley 
as worthy to be my confident, never 
having been in love himſelf; that is, 
unleſs you have deceived me, thinking 


I 


me not deſerving of your confidence. 


But ſuppoſing you not to be inſenſible, 


or, what is not quite ſo bad, equally 


ſenſible to the charms of every pretty 


woman you ſee, without dying for any; 
J am at this. time almoſt inclined to 


_ envy 
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envy you. After having injured my - 
father by ſuſpecting that he would op- 
poſe my inclinations, I have the com- 
plicated happineſs and miſery to find, 
when almoſt at the ſame inſtant that 
he not only approves, but confirms my 
choice, I have ſo powerful a rival as 
the Marquis of D***, at whoſe houſe 
Miſs Francfort has been (as it appears 
to me) for ſome ages paſt. I flattered 
myſelf, Harry, that I had a place in 
her heart; nay, more, I fondly ima- 
gined that I reigned there; but if the 
Marquis has power, as I fear he has 
will to depoſe me, adien, Camilla, and 
adieu to happineſs. She knows not 
of the kind intentions of our parents, 
and my pride ſpurns at the mean arti- 

- ice 
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fice of informing her at this juncture. 
She is either my Camilla or the Mar- 
quis's. If ſhe is mine, her not know- 
ing that my father has given his con- 
ſent, does not weaken her love, it only 
prevents her knowing how ſoon that 
love may be rewarded; but if ſhe is 
the Marquis's, ſhe wiſhes not that 
event, and it were vain to tell her that 
ſhe is no longer deprived the hand of a 
man, whoſe heart ſne has already ob- 
tained, and deſpiſes. 

Oh! Otley, what have J hereto- 
fore adviſed! enjoy your inſenſibillty, 


you are at preſent free. Beware! be- 
ware! 


Beware 


* 
ts FRF = AH => Ws 


THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT, 65 


« Beware how you loiter in vain, 


« Amidſ{tnymphs, aye, ofanydegree, 
„For it is not for me to explain 
« How fair and how fickle they be.“ 


” * 
ng ® 1 
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You cannot indeed imagine the un- 
certain ſtate of my mind; ſometimes 
I am ſecure, conceited, happy; ſome- 
times ſuſpicious, humble, miſerable: 

in ſhort, I have no character, and wait 
for Camilla to ſtamp one for me, by 
which you will hereafter for ever know 


Your ſincere Friend, 


F. FRAancrorT, 


L E. 
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LETTER XIII. 


FROM THE MARQU18 OF D*** To LORD 
| ROBERT FILLIOARD. 

OUR Lordſhip has heard me 
mention, — ſhould rather ſay, 
Has heard me ſpeak, with rapture of a 

young Lady, whom I was ſo fortunate 
as to reſcue from the hands of a wretch 
who muſt be formidable to all women, 
and contemptible to all men, She has 
remained at our houſe ever ſince that, 
I may call it happy event, as nothing 
has enſyed from it but the loſs of that 


| repoſe, | 
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repoſe, which to regret, were to wiſh to 
be inſenſible; and inſenſibility, even 
with its attendants repoſe and tranqui- 
lity, are no more to be deſired than 
riches without health and a good 
name. But yet our ſenſibility may be 


too great; we voluntarily agree to 
exchange tranquillity for the delightful 
tumults of the breaſt, and repoſe for 
the reſtleſs deſire of making ourſelves 
beloved; for nought, in fact, but end- 
leſs doubts, and never-ceaſing fears; 
it is giving all you have for a beauti- 
ful and rich eſtate, which has no title. 
Pity me, my dear Filligard; in- 
difference is a calm I have always 
dreaded; I have wiſh'd its reverſe, and 


fear it is a rock that I ſhall ſplit upon. 
I Miſs 
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Miſs Francfort, in one word, is every 
thing my ſoul can wiſh, or heart de- 
fire, did ſhe-not deſtroy the tranſport- 
ing effects of her gentleneſs, affability, 
and complacency, by contriving to 
convince me that it is to the late acci- 
dent I am indebted for her kindneſs, 
and not to any voluntary deſire to 
pleafe me. Thus her ſmiles not only 
loſe their merit, but their influence; 
Inſtead of making me happy, I become 
penſive by reflecting that thoſe ſmiles 
are not the ſmiles of love, but of gra- 
titude, which otherwiſe would be grate- 
ful indeed. Oh! my Lord, had I but 
aſt ſenſibility enough to be awakened 
to the effect, without ſearching for the 
eauſe, I might be happy. 185 
Unleſa 
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Unleſs your Lordſhip ſhould un- 
kindly perſevere in holding me to my 
promiſe, I ſhall gladly decline my en- 
gagement to you at Oakberry; but 
that I may not be deprived of the plea- 
ſure of your company, which is not 
what I mean, believe me, but only to 
inſure that of my dear Miſs Francfort, 
I ſhall be exceedingly rejoiced to wait 
on your Lordſhip at Southern Lodge, 
where you will be amply rewarded for 
your trouble, by the ſight of the lovely 


enchantreſs, who detains the heart of, 
my dear Lord, 


Your ſincere and 


Affectionate Friend, 


5 Denn 


d. L E T- 
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LETTER XIV. 


FROM LADY SUSAN ELWIN TO LADY 


HARRIET PAULET. 


E7 OUR Ladyſhip enquires what 
is become of our young adven- 
turer, the Marquis's flame. Why, 
my-dear Harriet, ſhe'is, I think, be- 
come every thing at Southern Lodge, 
but the Marchioneſs of D and how 
long it will be before ſhe arrives at that, 


honor, I know not, but the Marquis is 


as fond of her as he was two years ago 
of danding minuets at court; that joy 
| | is 
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is worn out, and I don't deſpair of ſee- 
ing Miſs Francfort neglected as much 
as poor forlorn Vauxhall. Your Lady- 


ſhip would be charmed to ſee her make 
love to the Marquis, in the prettieſt 
manner imaginable, under the cloak 
of gratitude; but for that, I dare ſay 
ſhe would not 'permit him to touch 
her hand; for you know, girls wha 
have ſeen but little of high life, are 
generally prudes, and I make no doubt 
but ſhe, would be la bergere du monde 
Ia plus cruelle, without this excellent 
excuſe, which, with all her naivete, 
ſhe ſeems to know how to make the 
beſt advantage of, for ſhe ſubmits to a 
thouſand little innocent freedoms, hke 
a bluſhing ſhepherdeſs, who cannot 

| refuſe 
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refuſe the dear ſwain to whom ſhe has 
a million of obligations for having 
found her tendre agneau, or for bring- 
ing her an ineſtimable wreath of 
My dear Lady Harriet, you will be 
abſolutely charmed with her; I know 
you'll die to have her of the coterie; 
and then the innocent, —becauſe per- 
ſons of faſhion cannot be impolite in 
their own houſes, comme le canaille, ſhe 
thinks I am very fond of her. As to 
the Ducheſs, you know once on the 
Marquis's birth day, when he was a 
lad, that ſhe gave half a guinea for a 
yard of white and ſilver ribbon, and 
put round his cat's neck, becauſe his 


5 
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little Lordſhip deſired it, and ſhe has 
continued that fondneſs ever ſince, _ 


approving whatever he likes, and lik- 
ing whatever he approves. TheDuke 
has, you know, no pride; and Lady 
Caroline 1s too young to know that 
ſhe ought to aſſume ſome, though ſhe 
has it not. Thus Miſs Francfort lives 
agreeably amongſt us. Lord Robert 
Filligard is expected to night at Southern 
Lodge; good Lady Harriet, come 
and exert your power of charming, 
leaſt this pretty commoner ſhould 
bring over to her party all the 
nobleſſe. 

1 hate long letters, and yet I have 
impoſed one upon your Ladyſhip; ex- 

Vox. I. E cuſe 
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cuſe me. Adieu! Believe me ever 
my dear Harriet's 


Moſt devoted, 
And moſt obedient 
Humble Servant, 


8. E“ I 


P. S. If your Ladyſhip will come, 
we will get ſome ſtars and garters about 
us, and form a maſquerade, or ball 
parte, or ſomething that will ſhow 1a 
Belle bourgeoiſe to advantage. You 
never was 1n company with one, may 
be, and will like to ſee ſome of the airs 
of Milliner's Hall aſſembly; I think 
that is the name of the place; it is 

ſome 


i 


1 
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, ſome where in Wood Garden, or Hat- 
ton Garden, may be, I will not be 
poſitive, but it is in the city how- 
ever. 


E 2 > x 28> 
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1 BEL: SK MY; ; 


FROM MISS FRANCFORT TO MISS 
SUTTON. 


OU alarm me extremely, my 


dear Emily, with your ſuſpi- 
cions about my having an attachment 
for the Marquis, beyond what grati- 
tude binds me to. Heavens! ean one 
be ſo miſtaken in the ſentiments of 
one's own heart? Is it poſſible in ſuch 
- cireumſtances as mine, where gratitude 
is a duty, and love a folly, that I 
| ſhould not only be weak enough to be 


guilty 


OY.:—OFOE TY , , 
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guilty of the latter, but to impoſe it 
upon myſelf for the former? I do not 
forget, that though I am of what may 
be called a good family, and have al- 
ways kept the' company of people of 
faſhion, yet have they not been of the 
firſt rank in the kingdom, as is the fa- 
mily of the Duke cf S*, and thoſe 
Frith whom he aſſoclates. My Know- 
ing myſelf to be ſo much inferior to the 
Marquis, though it places me at a 
greater diſtance from his love, yet is 


it ſtill a ſtronger motive for my grati- 


"tude, as he has not only ſo kindly pro- 


tected an inferior, but continues to 


treat her with the higheſt reſpect after 


knowing her to be ſuch. Ir is to his 
bumanity, perhaps, that I owe my. 
3 ſafety. 
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ſafety, but certainly to his condeſcen- 
ſion, that I am indebted for his reſpect- 
ful civility; and I cannot help conſi- 
dering it as a great paxt of the obliga- 
tion, that he never diſcovers by his 
behaviour, that he has conferred one. 
But yet, Emily, much as I ſhould 
grieve to be thought ungrateful, I 
would not be thought aſſuming: it is 
our duty to view with admiration the 
ſpangled heavens, but the ſtars ſhould 
glitter unnoticed, ſooner than any one 
ſhould ſuppoſe that I prefumptuouſly 
imagined they glittered but ſor me, 
and therefore have I changed my be- 
haviour to the Marquis, though I am 
in the moſt critical ſituation in the 
world by ſo doing. 


There 


r 
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There happens to be at Southern 
Lodge, at this time, a prodigious cor - 
courſe of company, which makes it the 
more neceſſary that I ſhould behave with 
circumſpection; yet as there are ſeveral 
noblemen and gentlemen here, ſome of 
whom I am acquainted with, particu- 
larly Lord Saxby and Sir William 
Campley, who are both eternal teazers, 
I am afraid the Marquis ſhould think 
my becoming reſerved to him is on 
their account. Thus, my dear Emily, 
I, who only wiſh to be thought grate- 
ful, ſhall now, I fear, by different per- 
ſons, according to their different hu 
mours, be thought the contrary, and 
coquettiſh, Alſo another cauſe of un- 
eaſineſs is, that Lady Suſan's loftineſs 
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augments in proportion to the number 
of perſons of quality which ſhe has 
around her; I can fee through all her 
Politeneſs, that ſhe deſpiſes the niece of 
a Baronet, and is diſpleaſed with me 
for being acquainted with Lord Saxby 
and Sir William Campley; the latter, 


indeed, only an humble Baronet, ſhe 


thinks diſgraces her, by ſpeaking to 
her; and the former ſhe thinks diſgraces 
himſelf by ſpeaking to me. She has 
taken it into her head, that Hatton 


Garden is in the city, and I overheard 


her calling me la bourgeoiſe, as ſhe 
talked aſide with Lady Harriot Pau- 


let, who is her intimate friend; rather 


handſome, but in tolerably vain, proud, 


and diſagreeable through affectation. 


I dont 
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I don't imagine that I ſhall remain 
kere much longer; my father men- 
tioned in his laſt letter, that my couſin 
Felix was not well; if he dves not 
mend, I ſhall go immediately to Boon 
Hall. Why do you keep me {o. long 
in ſuſpence, relative to what you men- 
tioned concerning yourſelf? Every 
thing which is intereſting to Emily 


- 


Sutton, mult. be ſo to her 


C. FRANCFORT, 


- 
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LETTER XVI. 


s | 


FROM MISS SUTTON TO MISS 


FRANCFORT. 


Muſt own, my dear Camilla, that 

you are at preſent in a kind of little 
delicate embarras; but before I deter- ; 
mine what the Marquis will think on 
this occaſion, I muſt endeavor to find 
out whether he is in love. I am almoſt . 
ſettled in my opinion about your 
Ladyſhip, and if he is diſpleaſed at 
the alteration in your behavior, I ſhall 
know alſo what to pronounce of him; 


for 
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for generous actions pay themſelves in 
the performance, and generous minds 
are apt to forget the obligations they 
confer, rather than to exact a return; 
ſo I look upon it, that you are very 
ſafe from his accuſations, unleſs he ex- 
pects from you ſomething. more than 
gratitude; which, if he ſhould, I ſuſ- 
pect, — but what are my ſuſpicions to 
any body? 

I will tell you about my extraordi- 
nary conqueſt, which you may ſuppoſe 
my eyes are engaged in more than my 
inclination, by the indifference with 
which ] treat the ſubject; and, indeed, 
prudence requires of me that my heart 
ſhould be kept free, as my lover is ſo 

E 6 very 


84 THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT. 


very young and fickle, that I conſider 
his only as a play-thing that he will 
want ſoon to be reſtored, and for a 
which, exchanging mine, would be | [ 
giving a too valuable conſideration. | 
I expect, and indeed wiſh, to loſe this 2 
trifling, or, if you pleaſe, this trifler's [1 
heart, becauſe I ſhall be a gainer by 
the loſs. But the advantage which 1s 

to ariſe from it will puzzle you, unleſs 
I explain the myſtery, which I muſt 

beg leave to do in another letter; not 
becauſe I love teazing, or to keep you 
in ſuſpenſe, but becauſe my little 
lively, heartleſs, careleſs Charles is 
below; in other words, my ad- 
mirer, friend, and- humble ſervant, 


* 
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is waiting (I ſuppoſe impatiently) 
for 


: 
1 
9 


Your Admirer, Friend, 


And humble Servant, 


EMILY SUTTON. 
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LETTER XVI. 
FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME, 


ELL now, after having for 
ſome time paſt exerciſed your 


curioſity, I am going, perhaps, to 
excite your wonder. You know my 
heart is free, and that my fortune is 

win call ſlender; fo very ſlender, 
that in ſhort I can carry it all in my 


pocket without being overburthen'd 


by the weight of it. Thus have I 


entered into an agreement with Sir 
Charles 
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Charles Vernon, (the father of my 
lover) by which I become entitled to - 
ten thouſand pounds, if my minor 
withdraws his heart before two years 
are expired. 

Sir Charles is immenſely rich, and 


— 
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has only this one ſon, whoſe happineſs 
he ſtudies; conſequently he muſt then 
be averſe to his marrying at eighteen, 
butunwilling to thwart his inclinations, 
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and thinking at the ſame time an en- 


gagement might prevent him from fall- | 
ing into ſome dangerous attachment, oF 
eſpecially as the young man has hap- 1 
pened to fix upon a perſon who is of | 
a good family, and who, he is pleaſed i 
B to ſay, wants nothing but fortune, 
ö 1 which is what he can ſupply. Thus 114 
bi this 14 


- 


” * * hu 8 4 8 
F .—_—_ 1 
o = N 4 
- 1 * N bs \ * R 
o - D - ff &L ba "_— 4 U 5 * 5 
: ET IT TY GY e rr 2 ES 8 —_—_ 
F K . r e £ 
8 2 ) », * + l wy *, 1 fy = 1 =. = WE 0 off of « ka \ 
, 5 OR RENEE - 3 
mY l r ey '$S * 1 * n 3 W—__ © £.% * _— * l 
* R 6.5» PS toad 
» "x: bod = EW Co dire | 


» 


388 THEINVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT:. 


this Mr. Vernon is to be my dangler 
for two years, after which time I am 
either to take him with a large ſettle- 
ment, or what will (I doubt) be more 
agreeable to me, ten thouſand pounds 
for my diſappointment.. Sir Charles 
ſays, that the world. might. cenſure 
him, and think that he injured his ſon, 
if he gave me more; but adds, “In 
« my opinion, if he knows not his 
own happineſs,. he ought to feel 
the effects of his folly, which he will 
not by taking only this ſum from his 
4 eftate.” I deſire now that you will 
regard me as a ten thouſand pounds. 
fortune, for conſidering the natural in- 
conſtancy of men, I look upon it that 
I have a much better chance for the 


for cu e,. 1 
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fortune, than for the young Baronet 
heir; and happily for me, I am diſpoſed 
to be beſt pleaſed at the thoughts of 
what is moſt likely to fall to my lot. 
1 ſhall prefer the ten thouſand pounds, 
with a liberty of chuſing for myſelf; 
ſo I think I ſhall begin to look about. 
There will be no fear, will there, that 
a boy ſhould continue in the ſame hu- 
mour for two-years? I think it would 
be greater folly to attach myſelf to Mr. 
Vernon, than to any other perſon; 
and if you ſhould chance to aſk why I 
ſhould attach myſelf to any body2 
then aſk yourſelf if there ever was a 
young woman with ten thouſand 
pounds, that had not a lover? Adicu! 
if I indulge any longer gezte folle bu- 


meur, 
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meur, you will think that the thoughts 
of riches have turned the head of 


Your 


Eu SUTTON, 


z 
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LETTER XVII. 


FROM HENRY OTLEY, ESQ, TO FELIX 
FRANCFORT, ESQ, 


1 Believe, Francfort, that you com- 

municated to me your doubts and 
fears, rather becauſe it was painful to 
you to feel without complaining, than 


becauſe you expected from the inſen- 
ſible, ignorant Otley, either any advice 
or conſolation; but however deſpicable 
you may think me, I can prove from 
experience, that you have acted wrong. 
From experience? - Les, from expe- 
rience. 


* 1 - —Þ.- . — 
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rience. Then will you retort, © You 
have deceived me, Otley, and I have 


4 not been thought worthy of your 
« confidence.” But indeed, my dear 
friend, you are miſtaken, for I have 
but juſt come to an explanation with 
my own heart; and it is for that very 
reaſun, becauſe my paſſion is ſo new, 
that I can prove that you have taken a 

_ wrong ſtep. \ : | 
I am going to ſuppoſe that Miſs 
Francfort has for certain conceived a 
paſſion for the Marquis of D***, it 
muſt, you will allow, be a new paſ- 
ſion, and a new paſſion is to be con- 
quered, I know, becauſe T have juſt 
encouraged one, which ſhould honor, 
compaſlion, 
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compaſſion, or intereſt forbid, I know 
I could, —-I know I would overcome. 


Nov in the inſtance of Miſs Francfort, 


had you reminded her of her engage- 


ment, and acquainted her that every 
obſtacle which oppoſed it was now 
removed, intereſt muſt here have ſtood 
nenter, as your fortune will be httle 
| inferior to that of the Marquis ; and 
would not honor, compaſſion, duty, 
every thing have united in your favor? 
whilſt now, perhaps, thinking your 
engagement clandeſtine, and the pro- 
ſpect of its being fulfilled remote at 
beſt, if not impoſſible, you may have 


ſuffered the Marquis to have obtained 
ſuch an advantage over you, as your 


declaration, 
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declaration, joined to his abſence, 
which the firſt would have been the 
natural conſequence of, would have 
obtained over him. Think me not 
cruel, my dear Felix, not only to 
arraign yoor conduct, but to pronounce 
that the miſchief is really done. I do 
not abſolutely ſay that—but to awaken 
your hopes, it is neceſſary to alarm your 
fears. She may yet be recoverable, 
if your own pride be not more your 
enemy than her indifference ; nay, 


what is ſtill more, ſhe may never have 


been loſt, and you are, perhaps, tor- 


menting yourſelf with the mere ſur- 


miſe of a thing, which, were it real, 
it is to be hoped were not irremediable 
Adieu! 
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Adieu! may your miſtreſs be ag 
true as 


Your Friend, 


H. OTLE 7. 


nm 
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LETTER XIX, 


FROM MISSS FRANCFORT TO MISS 
SUTTON, 


— 


Have received two letters from my 

dear Emily; the firſt, I own alarms, 
and the other ſurpriſes me. To preſerve 
the order only in which they are wrote, 
T ſhall begin with remarks on what 
concerns myſelf. 

When I ſent my laſt letter, I had 
indeed then obſerved, that the change 


in my behavior had produced an alte- 


x ration in the Marquis, which I ſhould 
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not have diſguiſed from you, but was 
apprehenſive that you might think it 
the remark of vanity rather than of 
truth, but it is now become apparent 
even to the eyes of envy. - Lady Suſan 
one day obſerving the Marquis to be 
rather thoughtful, cried out, Laud! 
Mis Francfort, my brother is grown 
« ſo grave, and watches you ſo; .I 
fancy he thinks that you are going 
to encourage another Baronet to run 
«« away with you; and that his taſk of 
„Knight errantry is likely never to 
„ ceaſe.” Sir William Campley put 


himſelf in a fine attitude, bowing, and 


extending one of his hands, but Lady 
Suſan ſtopt his harangue, by crying, 
Good Sir William! if you love your- 
Vor. I. F « elf; 
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« ſelf, look at Don Quixote's rue- 
« ful face, and do not put him in 
mind of a wind-mill,” It is impoſ- 
ſible to deſcribe hat I felt, and the 
indignation that appeared in the coun- 
tenance of the Marquis. Indeed, 
Emmy, I was ſo confuſed, ſo vexed, 
ſo concerned for him, and ſo aſhamed 
for myſelf, that I could not refrain 
from tears: the Marquis no ſooner 
ſaw them, than caſting a look of diſ- 
dainful reſentment at his ſiſter, he took 
me by the hand, and leading me to a 
ſopha, ſaid. Weep not, my dear Mifs 
« Francfort, I did not expect that you | 
« would want protection in this houſe, 


but ] will protect you here and every 


„ where elſe.” Then turning to his 
ſiſter, 
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ſiſter, who ſeemed aſhamed and mor- | 


tified, for there was not a perſon in 
company but murmured diſapproba- 
tion, and condemned her by their 
looks: Happy is it for you, Lady 
“ Suſan,” cry'd he, © that the Duke 
« and Ducheſs are not prefent. Miſs 
« Francfort may be ſo condeſcending 
c as to forgive you, but they could 
« not, for they know in what true dig- 
« nity conſiſts, which I am ſorry to ſay 
« you do not, as you ſeldom endeavor 
to exalt yourſelf or family, without 
e diſgracing both.” She looked diſ- 
pleaſed and confuſed, but aſſuming an 
iir of gaiety, I did not imagine, 
replied ſhe, © that either yourſelf or 


8 Miſs F rancfort could have been of- 
„ · 4 ded 
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e fended at an innocent piece of rail. 
« ery, but I am always ſorry when 
2 folks do not take things as they are 
« meant.” I am aſraid, my Lady,“ 
reſumed the Marquis, ** that was not 
g our caſe,” Here the Ducheſs came 
into the room; the Marquis ſtopped 
ſhort, and Lord Saxby, out of com. 
paſſion, began ſome new ſubject. 

You may imagine how uneaſy this 
has made me; the Marquis redoubles 
his attention towards me, becauſe he 
thinks I haye been ſo heinouſly af- 
fronted, and earneſtly intreats me not 
to think of going at preſent, as he ſhall 
attribute it to this cauſe, and be quite 
miſerable. I own the behavior of the 
Marquis in this affair, has made him 


appear 
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appear exceſſively amiable; but in- 
deed, Emmy, I hope that I am not in 
love, and as earneſtly do I hope, that 
he may not, for he mult be unhappy. 
Gratitude has already tempted me 
almoſt to exceed my utmoſt limits; 
but I can go no farther ; II am under 
a ſolemn, though private engagement, 
to my couſin Francfort; and had it not 
been for this diſagreeable affair, which 
has induced the Marquis to prevail on 
me to ſtay, I would fly from every 
chance, or new accident, that might 
either endanger his peace, or my 
own. N 

I am almoſt aſnamed that my own 
concerns have filled my letter, to the 
total excluſion of your's, which ſcem 


* 3, to 
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to wear ſo agreeable a face; I would 
with pleaſure enter on the ſubject, but 
her Grace deſires my company below, 
which neceſſarily prevents me from 
adding more, than that I am, my 
deareſt Emily, Mrs 


Yout's, 


C. FRANCFORT, 


L E x. 


4 442;ö e 8 
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. 


FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


HE engagement you Kave en- 
tered into with Sir Charles 
Vernon, though it is extraordinary, 
ſeems to have nothing objectionable 
in it, if his fon is a perſon with whom 
you think you can be happy, ſuppoſ- 
ing he ſhould prove conſtant, which I 
don't think a thing ſo morally impoſ- 
ſible as you ſeem to do, eſpecially con- 
ſidering who is the object of his atten- 
tion. I do not think that beauty and 
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merit are entirely names, or that men 
in general merit the exclamation of 
Jachimo, when he aſks, © What! are 
« men mad? Hath nature given them 
eyes to view the ſtarry vault, and the 
rich cope of ſea and land, and can- 
« nat they diſtinction make twixt fair 
and foul?” I have conceived fo fa- 
vorable an opinion of the young man, 


from his choice, and am ſo well con- 
vinced that he will find no juſtifiable 
motive for altering his mind, that I am 


almoſt diſpoſed to anſwer for him that 
he will not; therefore I ſhould rather 
recommend to you to look forward to 
the time when you are to be Mrs. 
| Vernon, than to think about what 
| other bands you ſhall put your ten 
| JIE . thouſand 
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thouſand pounds into. Do notdiſpoſe 
of your heart till you have got the 


money to give with it, and are free 
from your engagement. Conſider that 
your word to Sir Charles 1s the only 
ſecurity that you give; I dare ſay, 
that on any account, you will not for- 
feit it: but I would not only have you 
fulfil your engagement, but be happy 
in ſo doing. Take notice, Emmy, 
that when any particular occurrence 
"can happen, though it is ever ſo im- 
proÞable, yet if it is poſſible, believe 
me it is very dangerous to act as if it 

could not. | 
Nothing remarkable has paſſed ſince 
my laſt, but they talk of fome anni- 
verſary amuſement, for which great 
F 5 Prepa- 


= 
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preparations are making; of what na- 
ture it is to be, I kn:w not, but ſup- 
poſe that I ſhall be able to inform you 
in my next. Adieu! | 


Your's, 


C. FRANCFORT, 


LET 


= 
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LE TTT . 


4. 


FROM FELIX FRANCFORT, ESQ. TO 
HENRY OTLEY, ESQ, 


NHAPPY as I am, and my 


motive leſſened for revering 
women, as I was wont to do, I cannot 
help congratulating you on your paſ- 
ſion; for were you even to be wretched, 
you would not change your ſituation 


for a ſtate of inſenſibility. There is 
ſomething in your letter, which, tho“ 


it does not ſpeak the ſentiments of a 
man violently in love, yet ſhews that | 
F 6 you | 


*. 
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you have taken honor for your guide; 
a conductor, which, though ſhe obdu- 


rately refuſes to adminiſter to the ſick- 


ening heart, is no lefs ſteady in her 
conſtant care of the ſoul's health, and 
the conſcience's repoſe. | 
I received your warm reproof with 
gratitude, and thought I perceived a 
ray of comfort proceeding from your 


friendly admonitions. But, alas 


when deſpair has caſt her gloom upon 
the mind, the faint rays of hope and 


comfort only glitter for a moment; 


and by helping you more accurately ta 
contemplate your own ſituation, ſhew 
you more fully the horror of it. For 
2 moment, I believed that Miſs Franc- 


fort, not knowing that every obſtacle _ 


tO 


8 
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to our happineſs was removed, might 
remain at the Duke of S**Ps, without 
feeling any partiality in favor of the 


Marquis; but this pleaſing reflexion 
was immediately followed by one that 


robbed me not only of that delightful 


tranſient moment, but helped me to 


confirm thoſe ſuſpicions which now] 


torture my anxious boſom. Oh! 
Harry, why did you recall my thoughts 
from the chaos where they lay con- 


fuſed? Why bid me reflect? Yes, I 
do reflect, that Camilla might remain 


at Southern Lodge, and be indifferent 
to the Marquis of D*; but when 


ſhe has the option of returning home, 


can ſhe remain there without being in- 
different to her wretched Francfort? 


Her 
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Her ſtay then proves that ſhe is ſo, 
| which is ſufficient to render me miſer- 
able, were there not but too much rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe that the Marquis were 
my rival. ; 
Adieu! if your miſtreſs be not more 

conſtant than mine, may ſhe be leſs 
amiable; that if you loſe her, „you 
9 may loſe a thing that none but fools 
« would weep.”* Whereas, ſpite of her 
inconſtancy, Miſs Francfort has fo 
many perfections, that philoſophy itſelf 
might mourn, and juſtify the weak- 
neſs of 


Your 


F. FR ANCFORT. 


* 


LET. 


with grief I ſpeak it, we ſeldom think 


ing ſtep, and may I conſent to tread 
the narrow paths of ſecurity, ſtop ſhort 
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LETTER XXII. 


FROM MISS SUTTON TO MISS 
FRANCFORT, 


Was very ſorry to read my dear 
Camilla's too ſerious letter; for 


of warning our friend to avoid the pre- 
cipice, till we are ourſelves too near 
the brink. May you be able to retreat 
ere you are led on the laſt precipitat- 


of thoſe flowery ones which lead to 
danger, 
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danger, and from which not every one 
has reſolution to return. But to whom 
muſt I addreſs this invocation? for at 
this moment, though l have not ſought 
for an object on whom to beſtow my 
heart, and my ten thouſand pounds, 
chance has preſented me one, to whom 


I cannot refufe the former, and on 
whom, ſhould he prove more conſtant 
than Mr. Vernon, I ſhould certainly 
.confer the latter. Yet ſuſpect me not 
of acting diſhonorably by Mr. Vernon; 
. I can promiſe that I will fulfil the en- 
gagement, but whether I ſhall be 


happy or wretched in ſo doing, depends 


upon the conſtancy of one man, and 

the inconſtancy of another. Frail 

tenure for my happineſs, I allow! Mr. 41 
- Vernon _ 
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Vernon being true alone, or both being 
true, or both falſe, will be equally 
prejudicial to the peace of your Emily. 
Of what childiſh matter are our hearts 
compoſed ! tender, flexible, ſuſcep- 
tible; ſenſible of the ſlighteſt injury, | 
jealous of the weakeſt rival, wounded 1 
by the leaſt cruelty, and alarmed at 


* 4 
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the ſlighteſt neglect; yet with a wan- 

ton obſtinacy, ſubjecting itſelf to en- 

counter all theſe grievances, one of 

which would be alone ſufficient to diſ- 

turb its peace. Your advice, how- 

| ever, ſhall not be entirely miſapplied; 
} if I cannot avoid the danger, I will 
endeavor with reſolution to meet it; I 0 
will accuſtom myſelf to think that I 
am to be Mr. Vernon's wife, and 
puniſh 


114 THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT, 


puniſh the heart that I have ſo impru- 
dently beſtowed on Mr. Otley : thus, 
if it muſt be, I ſhall only be grieved, 
but not deceived; and I think there 
are few misfortunes for which we are 
prepared, that we cannot bear tolerably, 
beſides the advantage we have of being 
additionally happy, if we chance to 
eſcape them. Unfit as we are to ad- 
viſe each other, I cannot help exhort- 
ing you to follow my example; if you 
will be imprudent, ſee your error, and 
prepare yourſelf to meet thoſe evils 
which you ought not to be ſurpriſed, 
nor repine at. 


Adieu! may we be both more 


5 


happy than I fear we have been 
prudent; 
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prudent; but if we are not to be fo, 
that we may. be patient, is the prayer 
of 


Your affectionate 


EMiLY SUTTON. 
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LETTER. XXII 


FROM MISS FRANCFORT. TO MISS 


SUTTON. 


HE amuſement is paſt for which 

ſuch extraordinary preparations 
were making, and I am ſorry to inform 
you, that your Camilla was a principal 
performer therein. It has been long 
a cuſtom in this family, in honor of 
the ſpring, to make a feſtival on the 
firſt of May. The Duke of S*** has 
about two miles diſtant from Southern 
Lodge, in a beautiful valley, a ſimple 
rotundo, 
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rotundo, where he reſorts with his 
friends on that day, and to which they 
are eſcorted. in little elegant cars, 
drawn by horſes decorated with flowers: 
all the Duke's youthful tenants, male 
and female, precede them 1n paſtoral, 
habits; the tabor and pipe gave a 
briſkneſs, though not regularity to 
their movements, and excited a certain 
allegreſſe, which in them ſupplied the 
want of gracefulneſs, Immediately 
before the Duke's car, were ſix beau- 
tiful little boys, dreſt like Cupids, 
who were drawn on a light ledge, by 
fix handſome lads of about eighteen 
years of age, As ſoon as we arrived at 
the building, which is called the 
Temple of May's Queen, we had 

4 muſic, 
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muſic, and breakfaſted, whilft the pea- 
ſants danced upon the lawn. When 
e Had finiſhed our breakfaſting, not 
knowing what further to expect, I was 
ſurpriſed to ſee the ſix little Cupids 
enter, ſupporting a wreath of flowers ; 
they immediately formed themſelves 
into a cirele, and the muſic ſtriking up, 
they began a delightful alrr. 


Let us, let us, chuſe a Queen, 

4 Faireſt of the fair; 
Beauteous as a May- day ſcene, 

ny Mild as the May morn's air, 


Let us, let us, chuſe a Queen, 
Her breath like May- born flower 
Her brow like May at noon ſerene, 
Or calmer evening hour. 5 
Reviving 
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Reviving as May-ſun's glad light, 
Let her ſweet ſmiles be ſeen, 
Her eyes like glittering May-dew 

bright; 0 


Such, let us chuſe our Queen. 


After they had ſung this air, they 
walked round the room with the 
wreath; and will you doubt my vera- 
city, when I aflure you that it was 
avith extreme concern that I ſaw them 
fix their regards upon me? But I was 
Jomewhat relieved ſoon after by the 
attention with which they conſidered 
Lady Harriet Paujet, who, by her 
ſmiles, ſeemed to with to encourage 
their approbation; and Lady Suſan 
Elwin triumphed at what ſhe thought 
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the triumph of her friend, when the 
children once more caſting their eyes 
upon me, ran and threw the wreath at 
my feet, ſinging, 


Month, the lovelieſt of the year, 
Accept your Queen, the lovelieſt here; 
Each circling month ſhe's fit to ſway, 
But fitter ſtill the lovely May, 

. Whoſe every charm in her is ſeen, 
And therefore fitteſt for May's Queen; 
Crown her with flowers ſome amoroug 
.- youth, 
And may ſhecrown your love and truth, 1 


$ 


Could you believe, my friend, that 
there was hardly preſent a young Lady, 
who did not appear mortified at this 

| | Guy 
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filly preference of a few children? 
But Lady Harriot and Lady Suſan 
ſeemed ſcarcely able to ſtifle their 
vexation. The gentlemen, one and 
all, unwilling that their gallantry 
ſhould be called in queſtion, ruſhed 
forward, and ſcrambled for the wreath, 
which was obtained by the Marquis; a 
circumſtance which added greatly to 
my confuſion. I intreated him not to 
put the wreath over my hair, which he 
was about to do, and appealed to her 
Grace for a diſpenſation from this 
ceremony; but ſhe, inſtead of grant- 
ing it, replied, << Oh! Miſs Francfort, 
« you are an abſolute rebel! a foe to 
* monarchy! indeed you muſt ſub- 
« mit, or May would loſe its charter. 

Yor. I. G But 
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« But if you object to being crowned 
« by the Marquis, I fancy our laws 
permit that you may antedate your 
e power a few minutes, and command 
„any body you think more worthy.” 
What cruelty in her Grace! ſhe knew 
not what I ſuffered. The Marquis 
ſtood before me more drooping than 
the flowers in his trembling hand, tho? 
they ſeemed to wither at the diſtreſs 
they cauſed him. At laſt, raiſing my 
down-caſt eyes, he out-bluſhed the 
pale hue of the hot-houſe roſes : 
My Lord,” ſaid I in a faultering 
accent, © her Grace commands, and, 
« were I deſerving, I think none more 
« worthy.” “ Enough,” ſaid he, 
« my.charming Miſs Francfort,” bow- 


5 
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ing, ſmiling, and putting on the wreath, 
« ere it a crown, Iwould place it here.“ 
The Duke ſmiled, and taking me by 
the hand, ſaid. Homage is yoũr due 
% now, Miſs Francfort, do not pretend 
« to have any repugnance, d'agir en 
0 ſouveraine, for you exacted it from 
« ſome people before, en tiran.” Not 
knowing what 1 meant to ſay, I bluſh- 
ed, heſitated, and at laſt cried, 1 
„hope, my Lord Duke,” but was 
ſtopped by an exclamation from Lady 


Suſan, who declared that Miſs Franc- 
fort made a ſerious matter of every 


thing, but hoped ſhe would determine 


not to ſpoil the pleaſure of the day: 
then addreſſing herſelf to the Marquis, 
Me continued, There are more-cere- 


G 2 ©< monies 
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* monies to be gone through, my Lord; 
c are there not? I wiſh they were over, 
that we might begin dancing.“ This 
vas a new alarm; I knew not to what 
ſhe alluded, but concluded that I was 
to be made more ridiculous in my new 
character. Indeed I had not finiſhed 
my part. The gentlemen were to 


ſhoot with arrows, which was what 
Lady Suſan wiſhed over; and I began 
to think myſelf pretty ſecure, when the 
Marquis whiſpered me, that if he were 
happy enough to be able to direct his 
arrows ſo ſkilfully as myſelf, he ſhould 
be ſure of being conqueror: © Yes,” 
added he with a ſigh, © I ſhould be a2 
« conqueror indeed, were I ſure of 


« ſucceſs where I would wiſh to direct | 
| „them; | 1 
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them; but if 1 only ſucceed here, 
« ] ſhall have the inexpreſſible plea- 
« ſure of being crowned victor by your 
« fair hands.” He waited not for a 
reply, but taking up his bow, walked 
from me with a melancholy air of dig- 
nity, repeating, 


« And may ſhe crown your love and 
„truth.“ 


After the example of Ulyſſes, they ſhot 
through rings; that is to ſay, the Mar- 


quis did, for none of the others ſent 
their arrows near them: thus there 


was no diſpute about his victory, and: 
I thought it was beſt to make none 


c . 
| about conferring the uſual honor on 


"0 3 him, 
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him, though I was extremely ſorry L 
was to be the party who was to diſpence 
it, He came with a wreath of laurel 
in his hand, and kneeling before me, 
begged I would favor him fo far as to 
put it on; Not that my requeſt,” added 
he, „will finiſh there, I muſt intreat 
that the ſame fair hand be mine in 
the dance, which is all I preſume to 
** aſk, though not to wiſh.” I could 
not refuſe him. We danced, we had 
more mufic.. What a day might this 
have been for any one, whoſe heart 
had been light, eaſy, and diſengaged! 
but to me it appeared anxious, trifling, 
and diſagreeable. I am afraid; but 


why? Should not I be as ingenuous as 
vourſelf, 
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yourſelf, and own that I have indeed 
been imprudent? 

Oh! Emily, now I know my own 
weakneſs, I will no longer diſguiſe it 


from yen; but we cannot reveal to cur 
friends thoſe ſecrets which weeven deny 
ourſelves the knowledge of. It is now, 
I fear, too apparent: Yes, I have 
fooliſhly encouraged a paſſion, mil- 
taking it for gratitude, which, had I 
known it to be what it is, I weuld 
have endeavored to have conquered; 
but now I perceive my error, it ſhall 
be my whole ſtudy to oppoſe its fatal 
effects; not like my friend, to arm my- 
ſelf for the reception of them. I agree 
with you, that there is ſomething really 
terrible in tumbling unawares into a 


4 Pit; 
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pit; but as it is ſaid by a gay young 
ſpark in anew comedy, © I may tum- 
* ble into a pit, but I will not walk 
e into one.” Excuſe me if I ſay, this 
is what my deareſt Emily ſeems to be 
going to do, which adds greatly to the 
uneaſineſs of her 


C. FRANCFORT. 


L E T. 
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LETT E:K ASL. 


FROM HENRY OTLEY, ESQ, TO FELIX 


FRANCFORT, ESQ. 


H! Francfort, compare your 

ſituation with that of your un- 
happy Otley, and own that I am the 
moſt completely wretched, the very 
cauſe of my uneaſineſs is to you a mo- 
tive of encouragement. Miſs Sutton 
rejects my ſuit; ſhe has pronounced 
herſclf under an engagement to ano- 
ther; an engagement by which ſhe 
Will be bound, though ſhe kindly, or 


G 5 rather 
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rather cruelly, inſinuated that ſhe gave 
me the preference. Oh! Felix, wo- 
men have certainly more honor, if not 
more conſtancy, than we have; and if 
Miſs Francfort's heart ſhould have 
wandered, you may be certain that ſhe 
will reſtore it to you; ſhe is friend to 
my adorable Emily, and you may rely 
upon it, their principles are the ſame; 
only it will be your fate to be bleſt by 
that firmneſs of diſpoſition, which will 
make me miſerable. | 

Miſs Sutton, the generous, cruel 
Miſs Sutton, tells me, that if the match 
is broke off by Mr. Vernon, (for that 
is the name of my happy rival) that 
ſhe ſhall obtain by it ten thouſand 
pounds; which ſhe does ſo much injuſ- 


L 
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tice to my love, as to tell me could 
alone make her worth my acceptance; 
and if that event ſhould happen, ſhe 
ſhould not repine at the opportunity 
of convincing me, that it was only an 
honorable motive that withheld her 


from liſtening to my addreſſes. Yet 


have I no hope, for there 1s no expec-, 


tation, no proſpect, hardly a poſſibi- 
lity, that any one in his ſenſes can 
relinquiſh voluntarily ſuch perfect 
felicity. Adieu! when you reflect on 
your own diſappointments, think alto 


on the harder fate of 
Your deſpairing 


H. OrTLzy. 
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LET TEK IXV; 


- 


FROM FELIX FRANCFORT, ESQ. TO 


. HENRY OTLEY, ESQ. 


} 


A LAS! my dear friend, how dif- 
ferent are our ſentiments! with 
what different eyes do I behold what 
you miſcall my happineſs! How will 
you be amazed to find, that I dread 
more than death the thoughts of Miſs 
Francfort conſenting to be mine, be- 


cauſe under an engagement, when her 
heart belongs to another. No, Harry, 


I would ſooner lead her to the altar, 


and 
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and give her to the Marquis, than 
accept her from his hand, without I 
was convinced that ſhe was as much 
mine as I once fondly ſuppoſed. With 
ſuch ſentiments as you poſſeſs, how 


undeſerving are you of the preference 
given you by Miſs Sutton. I ſolemnly 
declare, that I would ſooner wiſh to 
hear ſuch a declaration from Miſs 
Francfort, than that ſhe ſhould offer | 
me her hand upon the terms on which | 
Miſs Sutton gives her's to Mr. Vernon. 

Oh! Harry, it 1s not her honor that 
ſuſpect, but her love; the ſacrifice 
which I doubt not but ſhe will be wil- 
ling to make, will not content your 
unhappy friend. Alas! I fear that I 
require what ſhe has not to beſtow. 


How 
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How terrible is this uncertainty ! yet 
I dread to be releaſed from it; the 
period that puts an end to my doubts, 
will, I fear, be more cruel than a thou- 


ſand deaths. Adieu! 


F. FRANCFORT. 
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LET T-K 1 20 


FROM MISS SUTTON TO Miss 
FRANCFORT. 


T is paſt! The precipitate impe- > 

tuoſity of my diſpoſition is ever 

making me ruſh into new difficulties; 

but the ſame temper, with equal rapi- 

dity, hurries me back again into the 

right road. For the ſame reaſon thar 

J don't ſtay to conſider the inconveni- 

encies of that choice which I embrace, 

I relinquiſh it, without reflecting on 

1 the ſacrifice I make, It is true, I have 
4 given 
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given my heart to Mr. Otley, and with 
it I ſeem to have given every weakneſs 
which belonged to it; as I ſeem to have 
received with his a maſculine ſenſe of 
honor, and a maſculine fortitude and 
courage to enable me to do what 1s 
right, with ſuch a degree of philoſo- 
phy, that though I cannot felicitate 
myſelf on my ſituation, I can congra- 
tulate myſelf upon my determination. 
I have told Mr. Otley how I am 
circumſtanced with regard to Mr. 
Vernon, and my reſolves to keep my 
engagement; after which I told him 
my ſentiments with regard to himſelf. 
A woman has a natural reluctancy and 
backwardneſs to telling a man that 
her happineſs is founded on his, 
when 
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when there is no obſtacles to oppoſe 
their union; but when there is, there 
is a kind of heroiſm in acknowledg- 
ing it, If you, my deareſt Camilla, 
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cannot have the happineſs of follow- 
ing your inclinations, may you at 
leaſt poſſeſs that which ariſes from the 
conſciouſneſs of doing what is right. 
To you I attribute the honor of in- 
ſpiring me with juſt ſentiments; it is 17 
to the precepts of my Camilla, that I 9 | 
owe my reformation; may you owe , 1 
your's to the example of 


Your 


EMILY SUTTON. 
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LETTER XXVII. 


FROM MISS FRANCFORT. TO Miss 
SUTTON. 


Am charmed, my deareſt Emily, 

with the greatneſs of your forti- 
tude; your example ſhall indeed be 
followed, though I own my weakneſs 
is ſuch, that ten thouſand examples 
would not be too many to excite me 
to do, what I do not want conviction 
for, but reſolution, I am hourly 
waiting for an opportunity of coming 
to an eclairciſſement with the Marquis, 


and 
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and ſhall ſtay here no longer than till 
I have finiſhed his waiſtcoat, which, I 
believe, Þ once told you I had began 
to work in tambour; and which, as 
the company is now gone, I ſhall be 
but a very ſhort time about. 


Do not you, my dear Emmy, feel 


more for the diſappointment of Mr. 
Otley, than for your own? I ſolemnly 
proteſt, I could fulfil my engagement 
with my couſin without reluctance, if 
I thought the Marquis would not be 
made unhappy by it; but, alas! have 

I the lighteſt ground for flattering 
myſelf that he will not? Accuſe me 
not of vanity, without you can eaſe 
my mind by convincing me, that I 
really am miſled by it. Indeed I wiſh 
I were ; 


— 
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I were but if I am not, how will you 
reconcile his jealouſy? This morning, 
as I was working at his waiſtcoat, 
with him fitting by me, as he often 
does, the Ducheſs was aſking ſome 
queſtions about the work, and I hap- 
pened by accident to mention wherein 
it differed from one I had worked be- 
fore, He immediately took the alarm. 
1 What then, Miſs Francfort, this is 
* not your firſt performance?“ „No, 
my Lord.” He catched up my ſcif- 
fars, and darting them with vehemence 
through a letter which he had in his 
hand, kept ſhaking it round upon the 
ſciſlars for ſome time; then haſtily 
dropping of the letter, and laying the 


parts of it which were torn together, — 
« You 
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Nou have worked one fer Mr. 
«F rancfort, have you * «© Yes, my 
Lord; not for my father, he would 
<« not wear any thing of this ſort, if it 
* was done by the Ladies who em- 
« broider for the Queen,” Nor I 
40 neither,” replied he gravely. Pray,“ 
ſaid the Ducheſs, « how many Mr. 
« Francfort's are there ?” There 
are, pleaſe your Grace, my father, 
* my brother, and Mr. Felix Franc- 
« fort, beſides my uncle, Sir Gregory.” 
It was then for Mr. Felix Franc- 
« fort,” cried the Marquis. © Yes, 
„my Lord,” ſaid I, “for my couſin 
„Felix.“ He got up and walked to 
the window, repeating the word Felix, 


and then went and fat himſelf in an 
elbow 


ED 


* 
n 
C3 - 


. = — 4 
— — _ —— A En, — 
— . 
. . —  * + — 
32 1 - 4 — 
2 ”- 3 as 
. . 2 * " 4 - 
9 bh.” — 1 a 8 - 
2 * S * b 
5 . - * * * 
- 3 $. N 5 
- P — 
a . 2 n 


2 


r — 
- : * | 
9 > % 1 W Þ 
C — : "Os 
= 
% a — 4 \ = * I 2 

— A — S_ 3 * 
4 * Xx - * w 


— " _ 
CY 
. % 4 
: * 
© 1 , nn. 4 * * 5% To K 4 
- * ö f 8 a 
* bg; © 2.28 - * 222. 2 — ow ; 
. N a —— a —— , — rr * 
— 7 % 
9 . A o9 - 
" * 5 . ” » 
a ©. - . ez; * F ak 2 4 4% * . * 
* — 8 . . A RY 8 0 
* r ” - ” : n - »£ - ER r — — 1 A. * nat Ap 12 7 — 2 
 £ a 8 — 2 » > o 1% = = 4 * 4 ö l — ©... | > a - 2 
— 0 . n * " 4 * — — ; — — : — _—_ , I 
„ on. þ + a . — 
ot > % 


ww 


. r 2 — — 


142 TRE INVOTLUN TARTINCONSTAN r. 
elbow chair, at the further ſide of the 
room. Lady Suſan, in her malicious 
way, cried, Pray, brother, is not 
« Felix Latin or Greek, or ſomething 
« for happy?” © It is not Greek, 
« Lady Suſan,” ſaid he, « you know 
« what it is, and I wiſh you would 
« Jeave off being impertinent.“ He 
waited not for a reply, but got up and 
left the room, The Ducheſs looked 
highly diſpleaſed at her Ladyſhip, ſay- 
ing, Lady Suſan, you are an ill- 
< natured girl;” and perceiving that I 
was greatly diſtreſſed, < I hope, Miſs 
“ Francfort,” continued ſhe, << that 
<« every body does not take pleaſure in 
e ſporting with my ſon's eaſy temper; 
it is a ſpecies of cruelty that” here 
the 


THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT, I43 


the Duke coming in, put an end to the 
converſation; he called for fruit to be 
brought, which is the cuſtom here 
about two o'clock, and deſired they 
would go and inform the Marquis. 
The Marquis came, but with a very 
dejected look. Oh! Emmy, how hard 
it is to let any one we eſteem ſuffer, 
when we know that we can leſſen 
their uneaſineſs. Acts of prudence are 
often acts of barbarity ; and to ſhew, 
that we are not at the ſame time totally 
void of humanity, we mult ſtrike the 
fatal ſtroke, and fly, without waiting 
to be witneſs of the ſad effects. For 
this reaſon, whilſt I do ſtay, my weak- 
neſs, or my humanity is ſuch, that I 
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cannot bear to ſee him ſuffer; but 
this is cruelty, and not humanity; 
am not confiſtent, for I diſap- 
point the expectations I raiſe, and 
ſhall augment his ſufferings in pro- 
portion to the encouragement I 
have given to his hopes, only be- 
cauſe I cannot be witneſs to his 
grief. I was indeed weak enough, 
cruel enough, to take up a peach, 
which holding towards his cheek, I 
cried, © My Lord, you look pale, let 
« me give you ſome bloom.” His face 
brightened up, and he ſaid, It is in- 
« deed, Miſs Francfort, you alone that 
% can give it me.” Alas! alas! it 
ſhall indeed be done, Send ſome of 
your 
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your noble reſolution to your faint- 


- hearted, but not irreſolute 
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ROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


xl 


HE Marquis and my couſin 
4: $1198 Felix are both dangerouſly ill; 
* 0 5 ought I to act? Ths Ducheſs 
: begs me with tears not to leave them 
at this juncture; what can I do? Com- 
paſſion, honor, juſtice, warns me 
hence; compaſſion, gratitude, and (I 
fear I muſt own) love, withhold me 
here. The argument the Ducheſs 
makes uſe of for my not leaving them, 
is that I am not ſent for home; it is to 
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2 . apex th Les 185 
the following accident that Lowe the 
knowledge of my couſin” 8 illneſs. A 


few days ſince, Lady Suſan took up 
a news- paper, and read, We hear 


that the only ſon of Sir Gregory 


Francfort, Bart. lies dangerouſly ill 


« at the ſeat of his father at Boon Hall.” 


My conſcience inftantly accuſed me; 
and as T had received no "intelligence 
of his ilineſs' from any of the family, 
knowing the highneſs of his ſpirit, I 
ſuſpected that he was juſtly incenſed 
againſt me, and would not let me be 
informed of it it. Lady Suſan ſaid, Is 
« that your couſin Felix, Miſs Franc- 
« fort?” But I was over-powered by 
a mixture of ſhame and grief for my 
wal conduct, and unable to make her 
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any reply; my needle dropped from 


my hand, and I fainted away, I af. 
terwards found myſelf upon the bed, 


in my own apartment, and perceived 


that I owed the recovery of my ſenſes 
to the care of the Ducheſs, who was 
berſelf attending me; Lady Caroline 
was on her knees in tears by the bed- 


ſide; the Marquis, the picture of 


anxiety and deſpair, was ſeated in a 
Chair at a little diſtanee, and Lady 


Suſan ſtanding idle by me, ſpectatreſa 


of the miſchief the had done. I was 


no ſooner well. enough to judge of the 
confuſion I had ogcalioned, but ſtart, 
ing up, 1 begged the Ducheſs I might 


g into the dreſſing-room, She took 


one arm, aud the Marquis fupported 
| me 
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me by the other without ſpeaking. As 
ſoon as I was ſeated there, the Duchels 


looking earneſtly on me, and then on 


the Marquis, e fear, Miſs Francfort,” 
ſaid the, © it is but too evident for my 
4 fon's repoſe, that you love this Mr. 
Francfort. I hefirared, I ſighed; 

«Nay;” continued ſhe, yo have, 
I fear, deceived him too long; do 
not have the crucky to deal difin- 
ec genuoufly at prefent.” No, my 
« gear Madam, replied I, „1 will 
« be ingenuons; W am indeed under 


an engagement to Mr. Francfort, 
< which I entered into, 1 believe, 


« before 1 kfew what love Was and 
'« fear I have not acted conſiſtently 
* wh Tuch' an engagement, fince 1 

8 H 3 e have 
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« haye had the pleaſure. of being ac- 
— « quainted, with the Marquis; my 
6c « apprehenſions of not being ſuffi- 
< ciently grateful to him for the obli- 
: « cation he has laid me under, has, I 
= fear, deceived myſelf and him too; 
50 and i is, [ doubt not, the cauſe of Mr. 
« Francfort's preſent illneſs, who re- 
« ſents my behavior too much to let 
me be informed of the condition he 
< 1s in, but I muſt nevertheleſs beg 
$6 « permiſſion to return home; and as 
< I am the only one who has acted an 
66 « imprudent part, I hope I ſhall be the 
10 only ſufferer.” No, Miſs F ranc- 
i fort,” replied the Marquis, I ſhall 
be the only ſufferer; Mr. Francfort 
will think himſelf amply rewarded 
| << for 
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for all bis ſufferings, when he finds 
that this ſmall neglect aroſe not from 
« indifference, or caprice, but from 
the overflowings of a virtuous and 
“good heart, which this proof of his 
<« affection and conſtancy muſt gain, 
e even had it been inſenſible before; 
but I have been too preſumptuous 
«in Aattering myſelf that your heart 
« as diſengaged, though indeed I 
% have. never been without the moſt 
<« terrible apprehenſions of the con- 
* trary: thus Lam, I own, not unap- 
« priſed, though unprepared for the 


- «. misfortune; and, I fear, unable to 


- « ſupport it.“ It is difficult to ſay, 
whether his looks or accent beſpoke 
him moſt unhappy. The © Ducheſs 


eb H 4 and 


That evening I began to prepare for 


morning. Still he remains danger- 
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and Lady Caroline wept; it was too 
much for me to to ſupport; I com- 
- plained for want of air, and hurried 
into the garden, where her Grace had 
ſoon after the goodneſs, to come _ 
look fur me. Dr 

'-- The Dube of $999 did not dias at 


heme chat days; and we ſpent the re- 


Mainder of it without taking any peine 
on every one. of us, except Lady Suſan, 


my departure, which was prevented 


by the violent illneſs with: which the 


Marquis was ſeized before the next 


oully ill; and the doctor ſays his life 
3 not only on the care, but the 
1 . x £3 indulgence 
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indulgence of thoſe about him. How 
then can I have the cruelty to depart? 
eſpecially when my preſence might be 
as fatal to my couſin, as my abſence 
may be to the Marquis of D*. Oh! 
might it pleaſe Providence to ſpare the 


lives of theſe two innocent perſons, and 


take that of the more culpable and 
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LETTER XXIX. 
© FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME, 


FRAE poor Marquis was in high 


| pared to what he now is; he knows 
$ - no body but the Ducheſs and myſelf, 
; who are penetrated with grief at the 
melting exclamations he continually 


breaks into. Once he cried in mourn- 
ful accents, © In pity leave her till 


be thine!” and afterwards he whiſ- 
| LY pered, 
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health when I laſt wrote, com- 


« my ſoul is fled! Yes, yes, ſhe will 
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pered, Are you then ſure he is dead? 
"66 Unhappy youth! indeed you did 

« deſerve her; ſend back my ſpirit, 
« for ſhe ſhall yet be mine.” Then 


ſtarting from his ſleep, he cried, 
Stand off, grim death! I will not 
« come ſo tamely ;,—give me my 
« ſword, if I muſt come; Francfort 
<« ſhall ſend me bleeding to your arms, 
« or he ſhall be your prey.” Then 
for a few minutes will he appear per- 
fectly ſerene and ſenſible, ſaying, 
Thank you, good Miſs Francfort; 
<« indeed I have not merited ſo much.” 
I will not attempt to deſcribe half what 
I ſuffer: ſhould he not recover, how 
- ſupremely wretched ſhall I have ren: 
dered the Duke and Ducheſs; and if 
H 6 he 
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FROM Miss . SUTTON, vo | MISB 
| FRANCFORT, - 


1 Am inderd exceedingly ſhocked at 
[I the account you give me of the 

Marquis of D***, There is a kind 

of weakneſs in our nature, which often 

makes us feet moſt for perſons, when 
they are in fome meaſure become in- | 
ſenſible to their misfortunes, and have 
even a proſpect of being releaſed from 
them. Your fituation is equally de- | 
plorable as his is; and I make no doubt 
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but your ſufferings are greater, as his 
bodily uneaſineſs incapacitates him 
from feeling the ſickneſs of his mind, 

which? is of the two by far the worſt 


malady. Thoſe who are ſupported 
under their calamities, whether it is 
from vigor of mind,” or conſtitution, 


- certainly feel them more forcibly than 


tree ĩs more ſhaken, though it- reſiſts 


the ſtorm, than a ſmaller branch-ſnap- 


ped off, which yielded to the weaker 


guſt. But if I know your heart, you 


will not condemn me for a miſappli- 
cation of my pity, you will think the 
Marquis demands it all, though you 
are yourſelf an object ſtill more de- 
ſerving of it. 


Lean 
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IJ am. guilty of another weakneſs 
I can hardly help thinking but it would 

- be. happier for the Marquis, were he 
not to recover, though I know it is 
very poſſible that he may not only get 
the better of this illneſs, but alſo in 
time of the paſſion which occaſioned 
it; for we often think we are ſolicit- 
ing our happineſs, whereas, was what 
we with to Happen, 1 it would, perhaps, 
be the greateſt bar to it that could poſ- 


ſibly intervene, I was poor, and I 
thought riches would make me bleſſed; 
I have now a proſpect of being rich, 1 
without having any pleaſureable idea 
annexed to money. Was not you, my 


_ deareſt Camilla, once happy, even on 
entering into that engagement with 


your 


2 Tur + rerervvraAN e N 
' your eoufin, which nos / is not only ar an 


| embatraſing, but heart-rending en- 
gagement? Happineſs is in the reach 
of but very few of us; biit we are all 
indulged with's View of it, Which is 
pleaſing and ſatisfactory, till we are fo 
- foolifh as to ſnateh at forherhing which 
for ever excludes it from our fight. 
7 do not ſuffer ſo much from having 
given up Mr. ol as L expected; 1 
am nor unhappy, but nothing gives 
me any pleafute; I am afraid to wiſh, 
afraid to hope, leſt from being only 
not happy, 1 mould become really 
miſerable. 1 am valtly diſpoſed to 
51 0 wick the 0 directions of 


% Be 
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1 Be ſatisfy'd and plens'd with what thou art} 

« Act chearfully and well th' allotted part; 

Enjoy the preſent hour, bethankfulforthe paſt, 

And neither fear nor wiſh * . 4 4h of 
Ih |. 


Adieu! let us not therefore endea- 
vor to ſeek for happineſs; ſhe is no 
where to be found; content is the beſt 
__— w_ wears m N and 
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n aura M pee To LORD 
1c! 01 9 ROBERT, FILLIGARD, ., . 


bes (re wort onde ot 2 890075} 


JE } 


OU ii. me, my deer 

Lord, on my recovery ; which, 

IT flatter myſelf, you are too much my 

friend to do, were you but convinced 

chat it is by death alone that your un- 

happy D“ can be relieved from his 1 
ſufferings. I am recovered to a ſenſe 
of my own infelicity, with the addi- 
tional ſorrow of being witneſs to the 
elke gf my own imprudence. How 
n ſhall 


* wr. 


» 
— 
F 
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ſhall 1 tell you? How ſhall 1 my- 
ſelf think of it? Miſs Francfort—- 
why ſhould I pity her?! ſhe is in that 
ſtate from which I am tos ſoon reco- 
vered; a ſtate, which, tho? almoſt too 
much for the weak frame, is a ſtate of 
inſenſibility, and therefore not an un- 
happy one; even ſuch as is to be wiſhed 


for by a wretch like me. But .how 


different are our ſituations! her ange- 
lic mind requires not this repoſe, to 
hull that waking ſubſtantial anguiſh, 


. ſuch as I now feel; for is Mr. Francs, 


fort has either fenfibiliry or love, y which 
is not to be doubted, the knowled ge 
of her preſent Gtuation will certainly 


| reſtore him both to health and joy, 5 


which will prove qu ally her reward 


0 CE. : 
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and cure, as her illneſs is occaſioned by 
hearing of his, and the fear of having 


offended by her inattentien towards = 


him, of which 1 alone am the ' cauſe, 

Lady Suſan happening one day to 
take up 4 news-paper, Toad u para- 
graph alluding to Mr. Francfor's ill- 
neſs, ch not only produced a viſible 
Francfort, bat made her i wham de- 
termine upon leaving Southern Lodge. 
The 10 of her prefence, with a 1 
Lern of the 10 of her heart, was 

ore chan 1 could. Pond) Rruggle | 
"oi. She ſaw 7 my affliction, and her | 
generoſity induced ber to. fay ſome 


0 14 


flattering things, which her love for | 


FI 4-+7 


Mr Francfort will, and ought to make 
| her 


compaſſionate Miſs Francfort, that her 


- 
— 
* 1 
7 | i 
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ker recant, That night, unable to 
endure the afflicting fight of the pre- 
parations for her departure, I was taken 
violently ill, and my good kind mo- 


eouſin could not be very bad, as ſhe 
had received no immediate information 
ef it, She ſtay d; and it was owing 
to hat indulgence that I now live to 
record her goodheſs, and my own 
miſery; for tho“ I ſeemed inſenſible 
and: irrational to every tfüng elſe, my 
foul was ſootfied by her appearance, 
and. I flattered myſelf that I ſhould 
die whilſt ſhe was near me, Vain hope? 
alas! it is neither my fate to live nor 
A preſence of this enchanting 


a Lid Woman; 


3 
£4 > 
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woman; that latter period is reſerved 
to the moment of her abſence; at leaſt 
| to lay down at will, that burden life, 
i as to wiſn to do it, 1 would not Out- 
hour, when ſhe ſhall quit this houſe. 
Judge, my dear. Lord, of my unfor- 
tunate ſtate, when, willing for tha 
bealth of my adored Mis Francfort, is 
wiſhing . for my , own, deſtruction, 
Health, with. her caſy hand, will lead 
ber from me, perhaps for ever; to 
ſickneſs, diſappointment, and contri- 
tion, am L. alone indebted, that, he is 
now with me under one roofs for about 
four Slaps paſt, ſhe-received a letter 
iow. r Gregory F ret houſe. 
IE Keeper, 
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keeper, to inform her that young Mr. 
Francfort was in a very bad wah, ſhe 
believed, occaſioned by not having 
ſeen her ſo long; and that nevertheleſs 
he had made both his father and uncle 
promiſe that ſhe ſhould not be ſent for; 
but that Sir Gregory was almoſt diſ- 
ebe let fh promiſe he had given 
him, and had, put chat paragraph j 
the papers himſelf, which Miſs F ranc- 
fort had ſeen, in hopes ſhe would read 


it and return; but that her young 


maſter having ſeen it, and finding thag 


his couſin. took no notice of jt, he grew 


2 great deal worſe; and as he conti- 
nued to do ſo every day, ſhe thought 
it her duty to inform Miſs F rancfort. 
Pros the receipt of chis letter, my 

128 | lovely 


— eee 


name. 


oes not often mention his 


| ther; « Wa hee tuppir 
| 1 « Emmy, 
135 . Y | 
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« Emmy, were I to tell him how much 
« love him? Or, as I never can be 
„his, will the diſappointment ſeem 
<« the greater ?” Thus you ſee her poor 
mind is tortured with fears; but to 
thoſe who fondly love, though with 
ſucceſs, certainty is doubt, and a mo- 
ment of ſuſpence, eternity. What then 
- muſt be the ſtate of one ſo very 


wretched as _ 
Your ſincere Friend, 
4a. | 18 : ; 
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FROM THE, SAME TO THE SAME, ; 


dn 5 i eee 1 
of my fuppoſed ſufferings: How. 
a ever exquiſite the imagination may be ; 

to paint with darkeſt taints the unfelt 

iI, how infinifely ſhort it falls of that 
| black 5 melancholic ſhade experience 
. gives And yet, my Lord, wretched as 
T7 I ſeem, mine, even mine, is an enyiable 
lot, compared to that of my much 
loved, too generous Camilla, Alas! 


| how little are we capable of Fs 
n I * 5 
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either our happineſs or miſery with that 


of others! It is true; Miſs Francfort is 
gone, and has left me more afflifted 
than I did ſuppoſe her abſence would 
have made me; but ought I in reality 
to be ſo, when ſhe has avowed that it is 


not Mr. Francfort, but myſelf, who 


am the object of her regard and ten- 
derneſs? and when that man, whom I 
have long conſidered as the happieſt of 
mortals, is now alone indebted to 
honor's ſacred laws for a divided bleſ- 
on; 3 

She is indeed gone, my friend, but 
it is to offer Mr. Francfort her hand, 
vhilſt I poſſeſs that more ineſtimable 
treaſure, her heart. Thus, alas! how 
* cruel is our deſtiny !: each of us poſſdſ- 
aſt 211.4 12 ſing 


* 


- 
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of my ſuppoſed fufferings. How. 
. ever exquiſite the imagination may be | 
to paint with darkeſt taints the unfelt 
il, how infinifely ſhort it falls of that 
black. , melancholic ſhade experience 
gives! And yet, my Lord, wretched as 


| I ſeem, mine, even mine, is an enyiable if 

lot, compared to that of my much . 

loved, too generous Camilla. Alas i 

. how nile are we capable of wa li 
ix 2 1 1 ; 1 8 | 
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either our happineſs or miſery with that 
of others! It is true; Miſs Francfort is 
gorie, and has left me more afflicted 
than I did ſuppoſe her abſence would 
have made me; but ought I in reality 
to be ſo, when ſhe has avowed that it is 
not Mr. Francfort, but myſelf, who 
am the object of her regard and ten- 
derneſs? and when that man, whom I 
have long conſidered as the happieſt of 


mortals, is now alone indebted to 


honor's ſacred laws for a divided bleſ- 
She is indeed gone, my friend, but 
it is to offer Mr. Francfort her hand, 
whilſt I poſſeſs that more ineſtimable 
treaſure, her heart. Thus, alas! how 
* cruel is our deſtiny ! each of us poſſe 
eaſt 1 ſing 
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ſing that which deſtroys the other's 
felicity, without promoting our own; 


and ſhe too, I fear, moſt wretched, 


Accuſe me not of vanity in ſaying this, 
for it is not many like myſelf, whoſe 
paſſion is juſtified, as Miſs Francfort 
juſtifies mine; and if by chance we fix 
our affections upon any one undeſerv- 
ing, the heart proves the ſame ſenfa- 
tions at being ſeparated from its be- 
loved object, as if it were an object the 
My. heart hardly dares 


moſt worthy. 


eomplain for itſelf, after ſhe has pro- 


ndunced a ſentence ſo favourable, tho? 
foill-fated: but I cannot even be com- 
forted, and muſt repine at the misfor- 
tunes of her whom my ſoul adores. 
once ſighed at the thoughts of her 

* happineſs 
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happineſs being purchaſed with the 
loſs of mine; hoWgladly would I now 
relinquiſh all pretenſions to it, to calm 
the anguiſh of her dear mind! But, 
alas! our happineſs depends not upon 
each other, though 'her miſery will 
heighten even to madneſs, that of 


Your Friend, - 


D#*###® 
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FROM Sm OREOORY FRANCFORT, BARE» 
To THOMAS, FRANCFOR'T, BSQ,, 


Wa  thy/Gear Woöcher any 
| of us more at eaſe than when 
ou Eeft us; my ſon is ſtill very ill, 
and ſtill declines the hand of my niece, 
as he is ſo unfertunate as not to poſ- 
ſeſs her heart. C amilla, though her 
felicity depends upon her hand and 
heart going together, yet generouſly 
perſiſts, not only in offering the former, 


j but in withing that ſhe h had the latter | 
to 
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to be ſtow. It is ſome conſolation ta 
reflect; in the midſt of our troubles, 
that there is an interior principle of 
virtue, which riſes up in every tolerably 
well diſpoſed heart, and forbids us 
from exerting that power with which 
we are endued, and often with impu- 
nity, of annoying our fell w- creatures. 
The beſt of us ſometimes, ar in the 
caſe of my niece, from the firſt impul- 
ſes of paſſion, or from error, impru- 
dence, or inadvertency, may not be 
able to avoid being the cauſe of much 
calamity to ſome one whom we would 
not wiſh to ſuffer; but the happy diſ. 
pofition we find in ourſelves to ſtart 


at ills which we occaſion, ſecures, g gene 


ray ot lug; the lives, the fortunes, 
2 14 | and 
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and the honor of thoſe we now only 
make in part unhappy. Without this 
impulſe in the mind, we ſhould never 
be a moment ſecure, but living in 
conſtant apprehenſion; ſhould dread 
equally to meet a man as a hon. Does 
not the heart of my nzece revolt at its 
on inconſtency ? and rather than ſeem 
to authoriſe it, ſhe foregoes her own 
happineſs, though ſhe cannot now 
recall, nor contribute to that of my 
ſon's; and with an exemplary juſtice 
and generoſity, perſiſts in being 
wretched, becauſe he muſt neceſſarily 
be ſo. Theſe examples occaſion re- 
flexions, which exaſperate me exceed- 
iüngly againſt thoſe, who repreſent the 
Deity as a being who exerciſes tyranni- 

cally 
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cally his power, and who charge him 
with the imperfections which he pu- 
niſhes in us, ſuppofing him to act as 
we ſhould be afraid to do ourſelues, 
leſt we ſhould offend him. In their 
contradictory opinions, he is repre. 
ſented ſometimes as a being in himſelf 
unjuſt, and ſometimes as one who 
hates injuſtice, and pumiſhes it. 

As much as I am afflicted for Felix, 
I cannot help being additionally con- 
cerned, that two perſons, ſo worthy a8 
the Marquis and Camilla, ſhould be 
the ſuſferers: Lalways feel compaſſion 
for the unhappy, whether they are, or 
are not, immediately connected with 
me; even the inſolent and undeſerving, 


for whom I think my heart is obdurate, 


I 5 hin 
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whilſt they are in proſperity, | have, 
from the moment that they ſink, the 
power af inſpiring me wie feelings 
chat I ſhould be yery ſorry not to be ſuſ- 
ceptible to. I hope our children Will 
out- grow theſe paſſions which diſturb 
their peace, and live to cheriſh and 
enjoy thoſe which will contribute to it; 


and they: will then be as bleſſed as they 
7 will make Lol 11000 25 Hue} 4 
ud * Tour affeRtionate e 
a Ff Friend and Brother, | 
G. F RANCFORT. 
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have left you; but I am not ſo happy 
as to have power to.influence you; and 
after the determination you have taken, 1 
what elſe can be injurious. to your re- . 
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- FRANCFORT,. - 


OULD my preſence have been 
of any ſervice, I would not indeed 


poſe? Reflexion will ſometimes bring 


cotiction when argument fails; thus 
a letter no.] and then upon the ſubject, 
i may be more efficacious than a never- 


1 6 4 ceaſing 
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ceaſing converſation. Honor did indeed 
exact that you ſhould be true to your 
engagement; and that you might ſuf- 
fer the leſs from that neceſſary obliga- 
tion, I exhorted you frequently whilſt 
at Southern Lodge, not to engage there 
your affections; but you, as if you 
meant to puniſh yourſelf for your in- 
conſtancy, took every ſtep which could 
render your intended act of duty and 
fidelity a dreadful ſacrifice. You have 
though, however, great as was the 
ſtruggle, great as was the ſacrifice, 
acquitted your conſcience in that 
point: but Mr. Francfort, preferring 
Poſitive miſery to imperfect happineſs, 
and refuſing your once alienated heart, 
and unready hand, are you not then 
at 


— 
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at liberty? Les, my friend, you cer- 
tainly are; but not to make yourſelf 
and the Marquis both as wretched as 
your too exquiſite and refined couſin 
perliſts in being. I cannot forgive 
either. of you for not accepting” the 
bounty of Providence; the very boon 
you aſk and wiſh, becauſe it is not be- 
ſtowed in the exact manner which you 
require. I can excuſe people who are 
carried away a little by their paſſions, 
if they will ſuffer reaſon to bring them 
back and reſtore them: you are now . 
going to let a falſe notion of honour 
lead you far from that lover, and from 
that love, which but a little ſince, car- 
| ried you from ought beſide. As to 
Mr. F ranctort, what he does is as 


unnatural, }. 
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unnatutal, das if a merchant” ſhould 
| order lis ſhip to be burnt, becauſe it 
hall been in a ſtorm, altho' it returns 
unhurt! But 1 ſay no more of him, 
hom] wiſh not to convert; my anger 
and my elequerice are both pointed at 
you, Who, without contributing to his 
happineis, ſtand in the way of your 
on. You injure yourſelf, which muſt 
always be a ſerious and vexatious cir- 
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LETTER XXXV, 


(FROM Miss FRANCFORT - TO, MISS, 
SUTTON,” nz unt 


Fo 8.3.34. 4 


My deareſt and beft Emily, 
* & OUR zeal for my welfare makes 
you urge me to do that, which, 
were the caſe your own, virtue and 
honor would forbid. When we look 
into ourſel ves, what ſatisfaction is our's, 
to find upon examination, that there is 


4 


: ſome rectitude in our hearts. This 

7 pleaſure, whatever it may coſt us, ſtill _ 

| has its charms; and we conſider thoſe 5 
2. ; 4 


v N 


184 .THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT. 


who have it not, as no better than 
wolves and tygers. Yes, Emily, were 
I always ſure to folloꝶ inviolably this 
rule of equity which is now before my 
mind, I ſhould think myſelf the firſt 
of mortals. ©. Teonfeſs to you, I never 
faw any one ſhed tears without being 
inſenſibly ſoftened and ſubdued; ſhall 
thoſe then of this once loved man have 
no effect upon my heart, when I have 
cauſed them to flow rather through 
obdurateneſs and. imprudence, than 
through neceſſity or | inadvertency ? 
Fate forbids. that I ſhould contribute 
to his happineſs, but juſtice requires 
that I ſhould partake in his ſufferings. 
Though unable to do it, I would wiſh 
to eradicate vaſſion and weakneſs from 


my 


THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT., 185 
my heart; but, believe me, whatever 
I feel, I wiſh not to baniſh from it 
juſtice, honor, and virtue. Did you 
mean, my Emily, to prevail? there 
was indeed a ſtring, which, lightly 
tonched, would have ſtirred my inmoſt 
pity, and ſhook my beſt reſolves, 1 
can reflect on my own unhappineſs, 
and do exemplary juſtice on myſelf; 


but to bid me review the ſufferings of 


the Marquis, and then exhort me to 
redreſs them, — Oh! my friend, what 
| ſtruggles might you have cauſed me! 
what injuſtice might you have made 
me wiſh to lean to! 

This dangerous ſubject diſturbs my 


peace; I ſeldom ſuffer myſelf to reflect 


on what he feels. Alas! he has no 
| advocate; 
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advoratez honor fürbica. 1 date not 
think-6n mm IL make a dduht but 
my Rus ſentiments would be the 
ſame on the like gecafion  and- that 
mine may remain unalterable, is the 
wiſh of her whoſe. happineſs is now 
7 limited to the alm pleaſure: of. doing 
her duty, enge et 
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N a few days I intend ſetting out 
for Briſtol, in' hopes of procuring 
the only relief I can be capable of en- 
joying, —an amendment of my health, 
and which is the only thing that can 
enable me to endure the. ſufferings of 
my mind. My couſin, in Whoſe 
train there was wont to be health, hap- 
pineſs, and hope, has now neither ta 
beſtow on her wretched , Francforte 
7341 ſhe 
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ſhe has compaſſion, honor, remorſe, 
and contrition, but, alas! ſhe has not 
love, that requiſite to make a huſband 
bleſt; had ſhe but that to beſtow, 
that title which I now refuſe and relin- 
quiſh my pretenſions to, I ſhould think 
the moſt” enviable upon earth: it 
would be purchaſing my own felicity 
too dear, to obtain it at tlie expence of 
ber s, were it poſſible I ſhould be happy 
in marrying her; but I could not; I 


might make her miſerable, which would 


be only adding to my ow]n ſufferings. 
Tou may remember that I once aſſured 
| you, ſhould I be unfortunate enough 
to have my ſuſpicions verified, that I 
| ſhould ſec her the wife of the Marquis 
with more pleafure than I ſhould take 
Th | her 
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her for my own. But her inconſtant 
heart, not devoid of generoſity or com- 
paſſion, nor indeed wanting in any 
other virtue, but that which has proved 
my deſtruction, revolts at the idea of 
not ſharing in my unhappineſs, which 
ſhe has not only occaſioned; but can- 
not diminiſh, although her own happi- 
neſs, and, I believe, what is ſtill dearer, 
that of the Marquis, depends upon for- 
getting that there is ſuch a wretch as 
R W | | | 
have ſeen Miſs Sutton; ſhe is te 
particular friend of- -my—Oh! my 
Henry, how little malice is there in 
my fond heart, which cannot baniſh 


thence the image of Miſs Francfort, 
nor give up the loved idea that ſhe is 


mme. 
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nue But Imeant ſome juſt elogiume 
apon Mis Sutton, when I was' carried 
away; fron the ſabje&: by happening 
0 mention her inconflant friend. 1 
wonder not that any one, whoſe heart 
woas free, ſhould wiſn that Miſs Sutton 
might xender it otherwiſe; if you ate 
not completely bleſt, reſſect that it is 
not the perſon you love who oppoſes 
i, and that it is the heart, and not the 
hand, that muſt make wu ſoz without 
you are indeed n n, 2 


Pente A Ty 


"an. © "Your forſaken 
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rok: you receive this, I mall 
perhaps haye e eaſed to be a bur- 
den to myſelf, and xo my friends. I 
une here in ſearch ef - health, but 
- hall moſt probably met death, which 
ißt be tö mie Kill mere Uefirable, © - 
© few days after thy akrival; ſome 
Agentlemen at a Tolfer-boule-! here 

- alnongft other. impertinent topics, bf 
-. which: they were totally ignorant, were 
- ſpeaking of our unhappy family affairs. 
Dl 17 One 
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| One ſaid that two young men of faſhion 
had long courted Miſs Francforr, but 
ſhe, not having diſcovered a particular 
partiality for either, had offended them 
both, and that they had agreed that 
neither of them would marry her, but 
to revenge themſelves upon her, would 
leave her in the lurch. L could not 
help ſaying, that I knew that to be a 
maiitake, for that one of the gentlemen 
2 was very deſirous of that honor; that 
is then, I ſuppoſe, replied a third, 
Mr. Francfort, for he was the firſt ad- 


% —— —-„— ow 8 s Py p 


1 mirer, and I; think he ought not to 
| refuſe her; and indeed either, that -ſhe 
| is willing to accept, is a ſcoundrel if 
| he does. They had talked me into a 
] 7 en and forgetting that I was in a 
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public company, I replied, “ He 1s 


cc indeed a wretch!“ 


They believing 
from my aſſertion, that one of them 
was ready to marry her, and having 
determined that that one was Mr. 
Francfort, it was ſuppoſed by all that 
it was the Marquis I pronounced to be 
a wretch; and after ſome few more 
idle remarks, being both embarraſed 
and offended, I took my hat, ſaying, 
lt was pity people ſhould enter ſo 
freely upon ſubjects which they were 
<« intirely be ignorant of.” The 
ſame evening I received a challenge 
conceived in the tollowing terms, 
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<SIR, a 
® TI KNOW not who, or what you 
* are, but I underftand that you have 
* preſumed to talk upon what you 
* know nothing of, and have pro- 
& nounced me to be a wretch for reful- 
« ing to marry a lady whom I have 
paid my addrefles to. I never did 
pay my addreffes to that Lady; nci- 


ther did I ever refuſe to marry her; 


though for certain reaſons I ſhould 


« be a wretch if T did not, ſuppoſing 


« ſheever ſhould be diſpoſed to honor 
« me ſofar. It ſo happens, that in 
* pronouncing me a wretch, you have 


* not miſcalled me; 3 but . you far 


4 not 


„ 
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© not comprehend from what motives 
« T am fo, I demand the ſatisfaction of 


« a gentleman; therefore if you are 
„one, I ſhall expect to find you on 


% Thurſday morning at fix o'clock, at 
, where "_u will be ſure to 


* meet 


C DN 


« N. B. The perſon who was wit- 
C neſs to the converſation in the coffee- 


„room, though he knows not who 


** you are, knows your lodgings, to 
« which he will direct the bearer of 


« this.“ 
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It appeared very evident to me, 
that what I had ſaid had been miſre- 
preſented, as well as that the Marquis 
was entirely ignorant to whom he had 
ſent the challenge. There was like- 
wiſe an ambiguity in his ſtile;which, 
though it would not have been under- 
ſtood by another, plainly convinced 
me that he had, and did ſtill mean to 
act honorably by me, and that he alſo 
was unhappy therefore, though I 
tremble not myſelf at the proſpect of 
death, I am ſorry to meet the Marquis 
on this occaſion; which ever of us 
may fall, it will be a grief to our fa- 
milies, and to Miſs Francfort in parti- 
cular, whoſe days, though I cannot 
render more happy, I ſhould grieve 

| even 
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even in my laſt moments to make more 
miſerable. But it is impoſſible to diſ- 
cloſe to him who I am; that would not 
ſcreen me from the imputation of 
having ſaid ſomething diſreſpectful 
of him upon the ſubject, it might 
perhaps rather confirm him in the 
opinion, and I ſhould ſeem to diſcover 
myſelf more through cowardice than 
honor. Thus I fat down and wrote 
the following anſwer : 
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cc 81 R, 


«© DO not refuſe to give you the 
ſatisfaction you require, and have 


<« but one requeſt to make, which is, 


that we may meet with piſtols; for 
though I do not care how ſoon, nor 


e by what weapon loſe my life, yet as 
I came here on account of. illneſs, 
and am at this time exceeding weak, 
« I think your honor will not be ſa- 
„ tished with the eaſy conqueſt it 
% muſt gain by the ſword. I doubt 
not of your compliance in this 
particular; and you may depend 
as upon meeting at your own time, 


one 
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* one whom you will find not to be 
« your enemy, though your cho- 
te ſen 


- 
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% ANTAGONIST,” 
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"LETTER XXXVII. 


* 


FROM THE MARQUIS OF .D*** To LORD 


ROBERT FILLIGARD, 


NH! my Lord, how hard is the 
lot of man! not only born to 
ſuffer, but to create and faſhion out 


| himſelf the evil which conſumes him. 


With this trembling hand, which ſcarce 
can hold the pen to make you ac- 
quainted with my wretchedneſs, I ſhot 
the heart where the image of my be- 
loved Miſs Francfort was deeply 


engraved. Oh! he was the truer 


8 lover! 
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lover! His faithful hand diſdained to 
wound her much loved image, though 
in a Tival's heart. I told you I had 


ſent a challenge; but knew not that it 


was to the lover, to the couſin—Ah! 
there's my greateſt grief! 1t was to the 
couſin of Miſs Francfort. Tortures! 
will ſhe ever bear the ſight of him who 
has killed the ſon of her uncle? I find, 
my dear Lord, by the torments I now 
endure, and comparing my preſent 


ſituation with my paſt, that wretched 


as I then thought myſelf, and foreign 


as all thought ſeemed to be of ever 


being united to that charming woman, 
that I was noteven then totally devoid 
of hope; it was then poſſible. Alas! 


miſerable, forlorn, and hopeleſs wretch 


that 


" # 
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that I am, it is now. impoſſible! 
Cuſtom! let me not call it honor; 
that I grant,—cuſcom forbade this 
amiable and good young man to juſtify 
himfelf, till he had received a ball in 
his fide; he fen ran towards him 
he bleaned upon his elbo and 
with his hand ſuſtained his tortured 
breaſt; but regarding me with a look 
of "anguifh and compaſſion, My 
Lord, cried he with a figh, «yon 
have killed one who is not a ftranger | 
& to the unhappy affairs of the Franc- 
fort family; neither one who is your 
« enemy, although your rival. I am 


4 myſelf the perſon who I pronounced 


« to be à wretch; 1 alſo have refufed 


C to marry Miſs F rancfort ; preferring 
RE her 
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her happineſs to my own, I rather 


« wiſhed: to ſee her your bride than 


© mine.“ Here he ſunk down with 
his face to the ground; I feared he 


Was dying, and was haſting away to 


get ſome affiſtance, ' when he raiſed 


himſelf up once more; I die, my 
Lord,“ continued he, © but death is 
not unwelcome; I only grieve that 


. I received it by your hand; I wiſhed 


+ 


« to have made you happy, and 
<« ſhould die contented, if I thought 
« this would not prevent your being 
„ ſo; but, alas!“ His ſpeech here 
failed him. I received him in my 
arms, crying, Oh! too generous 
„ Francfort, and too late known; if 
you were capable of revenge, how 
r K 6 « would 
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would you triumph in the miſery of 
„ your rival, who is for ever con- 
4 demned!” I could ſay no. more; 
my ſight grew dim, a chillneſs ran 

through my veins, and J funk down, 
my arms encircling the far happier 
Francfort, who ſunk with me, 
but never to riſe again. We were 
found, and both taken up for dead. 
Ah! cruel deſtiny, ſtill lives the 
wretched 8 


D###, 
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LETTER n 


| FROM Miss FRANCFORT TO Mis „ 


SUTTON, 


; Am wild with diſmay! the Marquis 
F 1 and my couſin (infatuated men!) 
[ have fought a duel, My poor couſin 
Felix is dead, — do] dare write, killed? 
Yes, Emmy, he is killed; and the 
Marquis— Ah! what wilt become os 
the far more unhappy Marquis? he 
will not fly; he has wrote to my father 
to tell him that he was the aggreſſor, 
the challenger, the murtherer; and 
Vor. I. L that 
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that he is ready to ſurrender him- 
ſelf. What complicated miſery awaits 
me? | | | 

My kind, humane uncle, in the 
midſt of his agonies for his ſon, la- 


ments that the Marquis will not ſcreen 
himſelf from that juſtice, which he 
conſiders himſelf bound to carry into 
execution, Thus think what muſt be 
the fatal conſequence; think on the 
agonies of the Duke and Ducheſs of 
8. think what the Marquis muſt 
himſelf feel, when he might fly to 
countries where he might not only 
remain in ſafety, but i in time forget 
what a wretched ſufferer he has lefr 


behind. da Coils, 
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] Alas! my dear Emily, why am 1 
| Ao cruel, to bid you think on theſe 
things? happier would it be for you 
to loſe rememberance, if the thoughts 
of them rend your heart, as it does 


that of 


[ | __ Your loſt Friend, 
C. FrRAncrorT. 


P. S. My father is going down td 
give orders about the funeral, and 
the family vault is to be opened. 
Him whom it is opened to receive, 
wall not diſtinguiſh the horrors of it; 

| | L 2 but 
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but frightful ſeems that abyſs of 

ſorrow, into which I am going to be 
- plunged, - 
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